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Belief in Jesus 


By Laura S. F. Woodruff ; 


gens in Jesus is not helpless feeling, — 
An ecstasy ensnaring mind and soul, 

But rather makes all feeling purer, keener ; 
Illumines intellect and self-control. 


Belief in Jesus is not fruit of science, 
For mighty human intellects may fall ; 
The Author of all wisdom is our seeker, 
Rewarding those who heed His loving call. 


Bélief in Jesus is an act of yielding, 
A-fra k admission of our helpless plight, 

A willingness to hear what God hath spoken, 
Surrender of our darkness for His light. 


Say not, “(I can’t believe, I have no feeling "’; 
Not feeling, but the Word of God, is true. 

You often take the word of those who love you, 
And God Almighty gives His Word to you. 


Passion or Purity? 


Unsubdued passion is a terrible taskmaster. From 
this, as from every other form of sin, there is only 
one way of deliverance — Christ -himself. Slaves of 
passion know only too well the meaning of the words: 
“The good that I would I do not: but the evil which 
I would not, that I do.” Even when they can say 
truthfully, “I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man,” they must also say, “But I see another 
law in my membersfwarring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing ‘me into captivity to the law of 
sin which is in my members” (Rom. 7:23). But that 
agonized confession is followed by the shout of tri- 
“T thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
... For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” 
Dr. F. B. Meyer, whose testimony to the power of 
the Gospel has blessed countless multitudes through- 
out the world, is: quoted in the Keswick Calendar: 
“Never forget that Jesus can easily deliver you, if 
you will trust him. In a moment, if you appeal to 
him, the strong Son of God will drive forth the 
accursed’ passion which has dominated you. Not only 
so, but he will fill his palace with his own purity and 
grace. He will act as sentinel. Not only able to 
deliver, but he will keep. Do not fear. Do not rely 
on your own strength. Directly the temptation appears 
on the horizon, look up into his face, and let him con- 
quer and keep. Do not ask him merely to help you! 
Let him do it all.” 

Fat 


Not Complaining but Contented 


Are there times when we must complain? Most 
of us would say that under certain circumstances 
complaint is inevitable. But God’s Word says some< 
thing different. “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice,” is Paul’s inspired counsel (Phil. 
4:4). We cannot complain and rejoice at the same 
time; and if we are rejoicing always there is no time 
left for complaint. A Christian whose writings have 
greatly enriched the columns of THE SunpDAY SCHOOL 
Times and blessed its readers. was ‘delayed, a while 
ago, in writing to.this office and sending some mate- 





, 


rial, and he mentioned neuritis as the occasion of the 
delay. Upon receiving a letter of sympathy from one 
of the Times. staff. he exfiressed regret that he had 
even mentioned his neuritis, and he wrote: “I have 
been concerned lest I seem to friends to whom I men- 
tion my suffering to be complaining. I often think 
of that noble preacher and. gaint of God, Robert Hall. 
He suffered truly excruciatingly, and feared that he 
might be led to complain. He asked: ‘I did not com- 
plain, did 1? I don’t want to complain.” This dear 
friend of THe Sunpay Scoot Times has had daily 
pain for more than forty years—but he is not com- 
plaining. He knows by personal experience the mir- 
acle that we can all know if we will: “I have learned, 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. ... 
I can do all things through Christ which strengthen- 


eth me” (Phil. 4:11, 13). Cotitentment is better than 
complaint. 


Pat 
The Unrecognized Christ _ 


Our failure to recognize Christ often robs us of 
joy that we might have. The Lord Jesus is often 
Standing by us in circumstances in-which we do not 
recognize him at all. A Christian woman, heart- 
broken, was crushed by what she thought was the 
greatest sorrow that could ever come into her life. 
She was weeping just outside the sepulcher of Christ, 


—and the sepulcher was empty. Not only had her 
wonderful friend been slain, but now they had even 
taken away his body. Then this woman, whose name 
was Mary, “saw Jesus standing, and knew not that 
it was Jesus” (John 20:14). She was in the midst 
of the most wonderful ,circumstances that had ever 
closed in around her or anyone else, and Christ was 
standing by her in those circumstances, and she did 
not recognize him. He was there by her side, to 
bring her the greatest news that had ever reached 
mortal ear: news that would mean to her joy unspeak+ 
able and full of glory. And she was weeping! She 
asked this “stranger” to tell her where she could find 
her dead Lord. He showed himself to her as her liv- 
ing Lord! It is just the experience many a child of 
God has had in what may have seemed the darkest 
hour of life. Christ has been standing by, ready and 
able to make it the most wonderful and joyous hour 
of life. And we are better able to recognize him, now, 
than was Mary at that time; Pentecost had not yet 
come for her, but it has come for us. The Holy Spirit 
has been given, and indwells every believer today; he 
can and will enable us to recognize and worship our 
risen and glorified Lord all the time, no matter how 
severe the testing in any “fiery trial which is to try 
you” (1 Pet. 4:12). “Lo, I am with you alway,” is 
our Lord’s inviolable promise. Let us believe his 
word, trust him, recognize hifn now and always; and 
we shall find his othér promise fulfilled, “Your joy 
no man taketh from you.” 


How to Remember the Psalms 


HE Book of Psalms is to most readers a collec- 
tion without order. A few Psalms. are known 
by number—the Twenty-third, the Fifty-first, 
the One Hundred and Third, and so on up to a dozen 
or twenty. The rest take no clearly defined place in 
the mind. There is, however, more arrangement than 
is usually realized, and it is easily possible for the 
average Bible student to have some simple memory 
plan by means of which a more orderly acquaintance 
with this inspired hymnal can be established. This 
can be strengthened with various associations of ideas 
drawn from other Scripture, from the history of Is- 
rael, and from later Christian history. 
The Five Sections of the Book of Psalms.—The 
Psalms are divided into five books, probably on the 
model of the Pentateuch, the first four énding with 
a doxology, the fifth closing with the One Hundred 
and Fiftieth Psalm, which Delitzsch thinks answers 
as a final doxology to both the fifth book and the 
Psalter as a whole. The first book ends with Psalm 
41; the second with Psalm 72; the third with Psalm 
89; the fourth with Psalm 106; the fifth with Psalm 
150. Book one is practically.all of David’s composi- 
tion, collected perhaps by Solomon with Psakm 1 
as the son’s introduction to his father’s collection. 
The second book (42-72) is composed of a series by 
the sons of Korah and a series by David, which las 
perhaps, had escaped the notice of the compilers o 
the first book. Thé third section (73-89) is made up 
of two minor collections by Asaph and the sons of 
Korah. Books four and five fall, according to mest 
orthodox commentators, in the time of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, 


Psalms That Set Forth the Glory of God—The 


due place but which it is not so necessary to know 
by name. The great outstanding Psalms, however, we 
should be able to recall by number just as, when we 
look up in a wonderful clear night, we recognize 
Orion and Vega, Altaire and the Scorpion. 

We orient ourselves in the night heavens by gain- 
ing a first acquaintance with certain constellations. 
This is an effective way of mastering the Psalter. 
Every one knows the One Hundred and Nineteenth 
Psalm as the longest. It stands out fike some lofty 
peak in a mountainous sky line. Every verse (save 
perhaps two) is a pean to the law under the various 
names of law, testimony, commandment, and the like. 
Now following the One Hundred and Nineteenth is 
the Song of Degrees series of which we shall speak 
later, fifteen Psalms which bring us to Psalm 135. 
Immediately preceding the One Hundred and Nine- 
teenth is the Hallel (the so-called Egyptian Hallel 
from the words of Psalm 114:1, “When Israel went 
out of Egypt”). This Hallel begins with One Hun- 
dred and Thirteen and ends with One Hundred and 
Eigh'een, probably the hymn which the disciples and 
the Lord sang when they went out on the night of 
the Last Supper (Matt. 26:30). There is another 
Hallel group starting with 146 and going to the end. 
This is traditionally associated with Haggai and Zech- 
ariah and is probably an outburst of praise for return. 
from Babylonian captivity and for the Temple’s re- 
building. 

The Royal Psalms.—The One Hundredth Psalm (Old 
Hundreth) is the doxology that caps another series 
of seven Psalm, beginning with 93, “The Lord reign- 
eth.” Here are great pzans to the coming King. One 
cannot but feel the Messianic motive in these seven 


heavens declare the glory of God, and the Psalter ig- royal Psalms, a Messianic intimation which includes 


a sort of spiritual ‘firmament. 
from another in glory. The Twenty-third is like 
the star on evening’s rim, full and luminous. There 
are galaxies of Psalms,—the Hallels, the Songs: of 
Degrees, the Royal Psalms... There are powerful 
flashing stars like the Messianic Seventy-second. 
There are stars of lesser magrittude which have their 





As Ernest Gordon opens up for Times readers the re- 
ligious doings of the world in his monthly “Suryey of 
Religious Life and Thought,” so in this series of editorjals, 
of which this isthe first, he gives a revealing study of 
the structure of the Psalms which will be welcome to all 
Bible students. The series will continue in early “issues. 


One star diftercttG, 


the Second Coming as well as the First. The Ninety- 
sixth, that grand prophetic Psalm looking to the 
setting up of a divine kingdom on earth bears the 
Septuagint inscription, “When the House [the Temple] 
shall be built after the Captivity.” The roar of the 
Sea’s praise is first heard in these Psalms. This is 
Jewish symbology for the Gentile nations’ participa- 
tion in the universal praise when -.the King comes to 
set up his kingdom. 

The decade of the Forty Psalms (42-49) contains 
sons of Korah Psalms chiefly; those of the Seventies 
(73-83) are Asaph Psalms. The last half of the Fifty 
decade (56-59) are Al-taschith Psalms, “Des:roy not” 
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Psalms, piteous appeals of David for mercy and de- 
liverance from his enemies. Then there are binary 
Psalms, twin stars. Thus 111 and 112 are framed 
exactly on the saige model. They are both acrostic 
Psalms of twenty-two lines each, with other structural 
parallels. In the Hundred and Eleventh the mighty 
deeds, glory, and righteousness of Jehovah are cele- 
brated in the assembly of the upright. In the Hundred 
and Twelfth the righteousness, goodness, and blessed- 
ness of the upright themselves are described and en- 
larged upon. The one sets forth God, his work and 
his attributes; the other tells us what are the work 
and character of those who fear God. 


More Double Stars—The’ memory is assisted by re- 
membering such pairs. Psalms 3 and 4, for example, 
are morning and evening Psalms, the one with its 
“I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord 
sustained me”: the other with the day-ending note, 
“I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for 
thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.” 

Psalms 34 and 35 are probably paired because both 
make mention of the Angel of the Lord. David's 
Psalm 51 follows Asaph’s 50 because both disparage 
the sacrifice of slain beasts as compared with the 
personal sacrifice of a broken heart and an obedient 
will. Psalms 56 and 57 both begin with, “Be merci- 
ful unto me, O God.” The one speaks of the enemies 
that daily “would swallow me up”; the other of “the 
reproach of him that would swallow me up.” Psalms 
42 and 43 were’ originally one Psalm, the refrain 
“Why art thou cast down, O my soul” of verses 5, 
11, and 43:5 binding the two Psalms together. Psalms 
20 and 21 are supposed to be a pair. The-first was 
a liturgical Psalm to be sung in behalf of a king about 
to go forth to war; the second a Te Dewm sung in 
the Temple after his victorious return. Psalms 67 
ard 68 each_open with a quotation from the Book 
of Numbers,—the Sixty-seventh Psalm being an 
expansion of the Aaronic Blessing in Numbers 6: 25; 
the Sixty-eighth opening with the wilderness march- 
ing chant of Numbers 10:35. Psalms 104, 105, 106, 
and 107 form a consecutive tetralogy, the One Hun- 
dred and Fourth being a poetical version of the stony 
of creation, the One Hundred and Fifth dealing wit 
the patriarchs and early Israelitish history, One Hun- 
dred and Sixth continuing this history, and 107 appa~- 
ently having to do with exilic experiences. 

There are other groups that do not appear together, 
such as the Imprecatory Psalms and the Penitential 
Psalms, the Messianic Psalms and the Psalms deal- 
ing with specific events, such as the invasion of Sen- 
nacherib. The Fifty-ninth, Sixty-ninth, One Hun- 
dred and Ninth, and Thirty-fifth, together with a 
few sporadic passages of less pronounced impreca- 
tion, form the imprecatory series. These final nines, 
— 50, 69, 109, help to remember the numbers. There 
are seven Penetential Psalms, 51, 32, 102, and 130 
(the De Profundis) being the best known. The 
others are 6, 37, and 143. The Messianic note breaks 
out repeatedly in the Psalter. Typical Messianic 
Psalms are 2, 45, 72, 89, and 110. Then there are 
various Psalms that celebrate the praises of God in 
the phenomena of the natural world,—the sun by 
day, 19; the moon and stars by night, 8; the terrors 
of the thunderstorm and earthquake, 18 and 29; the 
order “of creation, 104. 


Reflections of Certain Psalms in the Newe Testa- 
ment.—One can. here and there, as an aid to memoriz- 
ing, make one’s own assemblage of Psalms. Some, 
for example, associate together the Twenty-second, 
the Twenty-third, and the Twenty-fourth as a fore- 
shadowing intimation of the Passion, the Resurrection, 
and the Ascension respectively. Psalm 15 is some- 
times given the title “David describeth a citizen of 
Zion.” It is a picture of the ideal man of the Old 
Covenant., But its serene effectiveness is enhanced 
by the black background of the six Psalms preceding, 
These Psalms portray villainous men, oppressors, knife- 
tongued men, atheists, filthy people. Psalm 12 de- 
scribes the wicked in speech, 14 the wicked in deed. 
Here in Psalm 15 is an almost Messianic prediction 
of the perfect man in a gathering of the treacher- 
ous, hard-hearted, and cruel. In reading Psalm 15 
one can almost cry, Ecce Homo! The apostle Peter 
(2 Pet. 1) has taken this description with its eleven 
items of righteous character as a model for the citi- 
zen of the New Jerusalem under the New Covenant. He 
must: (1) Be partaker of the divine nature,(2) escape 
the corruption of the world through lust, (3) have faith, 
(4) add thereto virtue, (5) knowledge, (6) temper- 
ance, (7) patience, (8) godliness, (9) brotherly love, 


(10) charity, (11) he must be neither idle nor un- - 


fruitful in the knowledge of. Jesus Christ. And as 
the Psalmist ends with “He that::doeth these: things 
shall never be moved,” so the apostle wrote, “If ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall.” 

The Forty-ninth Psalm may be remembered because 
of the reflection it casts on the twelfth chapter of 
Luke. The Psalmist wrote, “I will incline mine ear 
to a parable” (49:4). Our Lord, the evangelist tells 
us (Luke 12:16) “spake a parable unto them, saying, 
The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plen- 
tifully.”. How masterly is his parable beside that of 
That the Lord had the Forty-ninth 


the Psalmist’s! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Psalm in mind seems probable from the following 
parallels: 


PsALM 49 

Their inward thought is, 
that their houses shall con- 
tinue for ever, and their 
dwelling places to all gen- 
erations (11). 

While he lived he blessed 
his soul (18). 


LUKE 12 
Much goods laid up fog 
many years (19). 


I will say to my soul, 
Soul, thou hast much goods 
(19). 

This their way is their Thou fool! (20.) 
folly (13). ‘ 

The fool and the brutish 
person perish, and leave 
their wealth to others (10). 


Whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast pro- 
vided? (20.) 

So too the antiphonal Psalm 136, the so-called Great 
Hallel, has a New Testament antiphon in the Mag- 
nificat of Mary. The following lines, takén from 
each passage will make the parallel plain. 


Psatm 136 
O give thanks unto the 
Lord; for he is good 
O give thanks unto the 
God of gods 
Who remembered us in 
our low estate 


LUKE 1: 46-54 

My soul doth magnify 
the Lord, 

And my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the 
low estate of his, hand- 
maiden 

For he that is mighty 
hath done to me _ great 
things 

And his mercy is on them 
that fear him from gener- 
ation to generation 

He hath shewed strength 


To him who alone doeth 
great wonders 


For his mercy endureth 
forever 


With a strong hand, and : L 
with a stretched out arm with his arm 

But overthrew Pharaoh He hath scattered the 
and his host in the Red proud in the imagination 
sea : of their hearts 

To him which smote He hath put down the 
great kings .. . and siew mighty from their seats 
famous kings 

Who giveth food to all He hath filled the hungry 
flesh with good things 

And gave their land for He hath holpen his serv- 
an heritage ... even an ant Israel 
heritage unto Israel his 
servant. 


Psalm 135 and 436 are in a way a pair, 136 being 
hardly more than a variation and repetition of 135, 
apart from the antiphonal sentence ending each verse. 

(To be continued) 
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Blessings of the “Round Table” 


The “Illustration Round-Table” published every week 
in the lesson department of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMES was originally suggested by one of the writers 
for thé paper, and many a reader through the years 
since this department began has testified to its great 
practical usefulness in Sunday-school teaching and 
other Christian work. The department, as_ readers 
know, is supplied entirely by the readers; from all 
over the world they send illustrations of the various 
truths touched upon in the verses of the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons, and from the many 
sent a few are selected each week for publication. It 
is not an easy task to make the final selections; hun- 
dreds of illustrations are received each week, and only 
half a dozen of the best, as a rule, can be published. 
The editors are grateful for this valuable and practical 
co-operation of those who make the department pos- 
sible by their~ contributions, 

A South Dakota pastor who has sent many ‘illus- 
trations that the Trmes has. published writes of the 
blessing that has come to him through this ministry: 


T am sending you herewith another installment of 
illustrations, also a letter sent me concerning one of 
those which was published. I have received such 
letters from all parts of the United States, and they 
make:ime feel that God_has blessed this little min- 
istry of myself and others, including the editors who 
make the final selections, This is true of each of 
the other little corners of the Times columns, I have 
no doubt, For this I am sure we all thank God and 
take courage. 


The letter received by this reader from another 
reader is as follows: 


It has been a real inspiration to read the numer- 
ous illustrations which you have supplied to Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. I have just been reading 
“Hudson Taylor’s Mother”; this is a real inspira- 
tion to “take God on his promises.” May God bless 
you and the continuation of the good work.—A Min- 

. nesota business man, 


Such letters as these are encouraging indeed, and 
are a welcome corroboration of God’s own assurance 








15: 58). 
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that “your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 
May we all pray for one another in these 
hours of unprecedented need and equally unprecedented 
opportunity. . 








Do You. Ever Have the Blues? 


Most people know what the blues are — even 
children and young people, to say nothing of 
their elders. But there is a sure cure. 

Paul and Silas had had a terrible day and 
night. Now they were in jail, their clothes 
torn off, their feet in. the stocks. Were they 
blue? They were so happy that they simply 
could not keep their joy to themselves, but they 
fairly had to sing their thanksgiving aloud to 

When Paul wrote to the church in the 
town where this same prison was, and told the 
Philippian Christians to “rejoice in the Lord 
alway,” he was not giving them a beautiful 
theory but telling them of a wonderful Gospel 
which had become radiant fact in his own life, 


Wouldn’t you like to give your Sunday-school 
class an unforgettable illustration of the cure 
for the blues? Science has such an illustration, 
and a teacher of Physiology and Pharmacology 
at the University of Kansas, Orville S. Wal- 
ters, will tell you about it in next week’s issue 
of THE SunpAy ScHoot TimEs, which contains 
the lesson on “Paul in Philippi.” 


You can show your class a handkerchief, 
quite clean except for a spot of blue ink in 
the center. It suggests a week in which every- 
thing went well except for that one day when 
we had the blues — and that one blue spot kept 
the week from being what it should have been. 


Can anything be done again about it? Right 
before your class you can make that blue spot 
disappear, by a simple scientific experiment. 
Any teacher in any class can do this. And 
what science can do in an entirely natural way, 
instantly, in getting rid of the blue spot on the 
handkerchief, the Lord Jesus Christ can- do, 
instantly and supernaturally, by his divine grace 
in our life and heart. 


This “Object Talk from Science,” to appear 
in next week’s issue of THE SuNpAyY ScHOOL 
TimEs, is the first. of such brief lessons from 
‘science illustrating the Bible, to appear in the 
lesson department of the Times in frequent 
issues during the twelve months to come. Bo 


As announced in last week’s issue, Mr. Wal- 





ters is a member of the American Association — 


for the Advancement of Science, has had con- 
siderable experience in tl.e study and teaching 


of Chemistry and Animal Biology as well as © 


in his present department of college work, and 
has had occasion to study evolution. He says: 
“T am glad to stand as one member of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science who does not accept the doctrine of 
evolution as a fact.” For as a sincere Chris- 
tian, bringing to bear in his Bible study the 
same intellectual and rational processes that 
are essential in scientific work, he has learned 
that the Scriptures are the words of God from 
Genesis to Revelation, — inspired, unique, infal- 
lible, and life-giving. , - 


In addition to his college and scientific work 
Mr. Walters is an active Sunday-school worker, 
and his-new and remarkable series of “Object 


Talks from Science” furnish a valuable tool- 


for Sunday-school teachers on the lessons of 
the coming quarter and year. 


ing by Objects,” which Mrs. Ethel S. Low is 


writing so acceptably. for the Trmes, and which - 


will continue. Teachers well know that the 
attention of both children and grown folks is 
held and captivated by the appeal to the eye, 
especially from the realm of science, and that 
the truths of the Word can be fixed deep in 
heart and mind by such illustrations. 


Will you not tell your friends and co-workers 
to be on the lookout for this new help in 
holding the attention of classes and illuminat- 
ing the truths of the Word? 


If you have friends not now taking THe 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, a Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscription may be had for 25 


cents, and will include six of Mr. Walters’ 


science object lessons. In sending such sub- 
scriptions, please ask that they commence with 
the first article by. Mr. Waiters, and address 
them to The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


They will alter-.. 
nate with the valuable lesson feature, “Teach— 
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Back to Acts—the Inspired Handbook on Missions 


The first book ever written on Christian Missions speaks the last word 
on every problem and policy that missionaries can ever face 


By Robert H. Glover, M.D., F.R.G.S. 














because it is a part of the Bible, which itself 

is a missionary book from cover to cover. But 
this fifth section of the New Testament is pre-emi- 
nently missionary. It is the divinely inspired record 
of the founding of the Christian Church and her 
missionary activities during the first generation of her 
life. And inasmuch as the presence, and authority, 
and mighty working of the Holy Spirit are wonder- 
fully manifest throughout the record, we believe the 
Book of Acts was designed by God as a guide and 
model for missionary work in every succeeding gen- 
eration and in every mission field. 

From time to time the cry is heard for more and 
better books on the science of missions. With due 
appreciation of the valye of man-made books on this 
subject, based upon the long’ and varied experience 
of modern missionaries, it is yet our conviction that 
in the Book of Acts God has furnished his Church 
with the handbook par excellence on. missionary prin- 
ciples and practice for all time. The thoughtful and 
prayerful missionary of today will find here a divinely 
given sample or precedent for every type of experience 
and problem he is called upon to face. Many a mis- 
sionary will echo the writer’s grateful testimony to 
the inspiration, comfort, guidance, and practical help 
of many kinds received through studying and meditat- 
ing upon this blessed book of missionary life and 
abor. 


An Outline of the Book in One Verse 


Let us note a few of the book’s missionary features 
in particular. First of all, its very name announces 
its missionary character. The word “apostle” (from 
the Greek apostello—‘“I send”) is an exact synonym 
for “missionary” (from the Latin mitto—“I send’). 
An apostle, or a missionary, is a “sent-one,” and so 
the book might. just as accurately have been called 
“The Doings of the Missionaries.” And is it not 
worth reflecting upon that the Lord, in naming his 
official followers “apostles” or “missionaries,” meant 
thereby to designate their commission? They were 
not to be theologians, or ecclesiastics, or philosophers, 
but apostles, missionaries, sent-ones. They were to 
go as his messengers, his witnesses, to declare to 
others what they themselves had seen, and heard, and 
experienced. How finely they apprehended and carried 
out their commission the record clearly reveals. Those 
men became the very incarnation of the missionary 
passion, so that we read that “daily in the temple, and 
in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). Yea, their very enemies 
unconsciously paid them a high tribute when they 
angrily said to them: “Behold, ye have filled Jeru- 
salem with your teaching” (2:28). Jf many who 
have since then zealously laid claim to being in the 
“apostolic succession” had more faithfully, followed 
the example of these first apostles, how much better 
it — have been for the Church, and for the world 
as well! 


T= Book of Acts is missionary in character 


Next, let us notice the great missionary keynote . 


of the book as found in chapter 1:8: “Ye shall re- 
ceive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: 
and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” This verse may be variously termed 
the keynote, the seed-plot, the thesis, the contents- 
page of the entire book. Perhaps the designation 
“contents-page” is as expressive as any, for Acts 
1:8 sets down briefly in order, just as does the con- 
tents-page of any book, precisely what is to be unfolded 
successively in the chapters which follow. 

The first clause, “Ye shall receive power, when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you,’ finds fulfillment in 
chapter 2, where the descent of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost is recorded. The Spirit comes as the es- 
sential enduement of that initial group of mission- 
aries, and of the entire Church, for the task of wit- 
nessing the Gospel. What immediately follows? We 
read: “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak...” That is to say, they at once 
began “in Jerusalem” their missionary activity. That 
very day of Pentecost, the natal day of the Chris- 
tian Church, saw the inauguration of the world-wide 
missionary enterprise which constituted her Founder’s 
marching orders and her one engrossing task. Very 
fitting — was it not?—that God arranged that on 
that inauguration day the whole then known world 
should first hear the Gospel representatively, through 
the providential presence in Jerusalem on that occa- 
sion of individuals “out of every nation under heaven.” 
It was, so to speak, a preliminary rehearsal, a kind 
of miniature, of the great enterprise of world evan- 

gelization which was begun that day. The Lord 


Divine dynamics are often replaced by human 
mechanics in modern missions. Endless commit- 
tees and conferences occupied with wordy dis- 
cussions and exchanges of human opinion hinder 
the enterprise. But the apostles were not hampered 
by such weights, for their work was personaily 
controlled by’ the Holy Spirit. The Acts is the 
inspired record of their doings, and Dr. Glover, 
who is Home Director for North America of the 
China Inland Mission, gives in this article a new 
and rich study of the Book. It is unusually valu- 
able from the missionary point of view, and it will 
be especially welcome to Sunday-school teachers 
as they are concluding their studies in the Book 
of Acts during this last Quarter of the year. 








brought “all the world” representatively to his dis- 
ciples at Jerusalem to hear the Gospel from their 
lips, preparatory to the disciples going out from Jeru- 
salem “into all the world” to “preach the Gospel to 
every creature,” 

Thereafter follows the enactment, step by step, of 
the remainder of the key verse (1:8), which we have 
called the “contents-page” of the book. Chapters 2 
to 7 are devoted to the account of the disciples’ wit- 
negsing “in Jerusalem.” Then in chapters 8 to 10 
the witnessing extends afield in Judea and Samaria, 
and we are given glimpses of Peter’s ministry in the 
former and Philip’s in the latter. In both cases the 
effects reach out beyond the field of initial action, as 
is always true of witness-bearing for Christ, and so 
we have the stories of the conversion of the Ethiopian 
eunuch and Cornelius of Czsarea, as well as the 
founding of the Church at Antioch. 

Meanwhile the enemy and persecutor of the church, 
Saul of Tarsus, is wonderfully converted and com- 
missioned by Christ in the glory as the apostle to 
the Gentiles, and the narrative leads on and out 
from the restricted mission field represented by “Jeru- 
salem, and all Jud@a and Samaria” to wider and ever 
wider areas. 


Why The Acts Ends Abruptly 


With chapter 13 begins the foreign missionary en- 
terprise proper, and the sphere of Gospel witnessing 
is seen thereafter expanding in an ever broadening 
circle “unto the uttermost part of the earth,’ in ful- 
fillment of the last words of our key verse, chapter 
1:8. This last two-thirds of the Book of Acts is 
given up to tracing the spread of the Gospel by that 
prince of missionaries, the apostle Paul, and his fel- 
low workers, in successive stages; from Palestine 
through Syria and the full extent of Asia Minor, 
across the Aigean into Macedonia and Greece, and still 
westward into Italy. The book finally breaks off 
abruptly —its story is not at an end— with the pic- 
ture of Paul the missionary having reached Rome, the 
imperial metropolis of the world of that day, and 
dwelling “in his own hired house... preaching the 
kingdom of God and teaching those things which con- 
cern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no 
aman forbidding him” (28:30, 31). 

Yes, the Acts of the Apostles remained unfinished, 
and still remains so, awaiting the inclusion in its 
record of all the subsequent Gospel witnessing by 
the true apostolic succession of God’s missionaries 
down through the centuries to the present time, and 
still onward to the close of this age, and the fulfill- 
ment of the task of “visiting the nations, to take out 
of them a people for his name” (15:14); in other 
words, the completion of the Church, “the body of 
Christ,” “the bride of the Lamb,” for whom the 
Bridegroom is to return (15:16). What high honor, 
and what solemn responsibility, does this fact signify 
for all present missionary labors and for the entire 
Church of today! - 

There are other striking missionary features, not 
a few of them, which claim our attention in the Book 
of Acts. One of the most vital of these, and the only 
one of which we can here speak, is the relation of 
the Holy Spirit to the whole work of missions. 

We have already noted the fact that the inaugura- 
tion of the missionary enterprise awaited the coming 
of the Spirit at Pentecost, as the essential enduement 
with spiritual power for every missionary, and for 
the entire Church, unto the task of witnessing for 
Christ. But the Acts unmistakably reveals the fact 
that the Holy Spirit came not. only for the inward 
work of spiritual enduement, but also for the outward 
work of supreme leadership and control of the entire 
movement. The work of apostolic missions was a 
movement personally led by the Holy Spirit. His 











coming stamped the divine upon every aspect of it. 
The apostles at once responded to his leadership and 
became as new men. The sudden change in them 
from dissension to unity, from self-seeking to self- 
effacement, from cowardice to courage, from weak- 
ness to power, was simply marvelous and unques- 
tionably supernatural. Think of literally thousands 
in that proud, conservative city of Jerusalem, so soon 
after the ignominious death of Jesus and the scat- 
tering for the time of his followers, openly allying 
themselves by baptism with the new cult and “con- 
tinuing stedfastly in the teaching and fellowship of 
the apostles’ (2:42) —those obscure and unlettered 
Galilean fishermen! Think of such an absolutely new 
and unprecedented standard of monetary giving, that 
“no one said that ought of the things which he pos- 
sessed was his own; but they had all things common” 
(4:32) —and remember that all of them were Jews! 
Think of craven-hearted Peter, who had quailed be- 
fore the pointed finger of a servant girl, suddenly 
becoming the lion-hearted man who dared to face 
the populace of Jerusalem, and even the august San- 
hedrin itself, and boldly charge them with the mur- 
der of the Prince of life (2:23; 3:15; 4: 8-10). 

Who can read the fifth chapter of Acts, containing 
the episode of the deceit of Ananias and Sapphira, 
and fail to be impressed with the manner in which 
Peter recognizes the Holy Spirit as the leader in 
actual presence within the Church; and himself as 
merely his subordinate? “Why hath Satan filled thine 
heart,”’ he cries, “to lie unto the Holy Spirit?” And 
the sequel goes to show how that the only real solu- 
tion of the ever-present problem of church discipline 
and the maintenance of a pure assembly is such a 
manifested presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
that true believers will be attracted while spurious 
ones will be kept away (5:13, 14). 

Note further the Holy Spirit's assumption of author- 
ity in the choice and djrection of missionary workers. 
He calls Philip away from a revival campaign in 
Samaria, sends him to the desert to meet and deal 
with the Ethiopian eunuch, and then “catches him 
away” and sets him down in Azotus (8: 26, 29, 30, 40). 
He directs Cornelius of Czsarea to send for Peter 
at Joppa, and instructs Peter to obey the summons 
(10:5, 17-20). He draws near to the leaders of the 
Church at Antioch as they minister and fast, and says 
to them: “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them”; and the record 
which immediately follows reads: “So they, being 
sent forth by the Holy Spirit, departed” (13: 1-4). 
Later in the chapter we see the same Holy Spirit, 
who sent these missionaries forth, empowering them 
to witness (13:9) and sustaining them through trial 
and opposition (13: §2), 

The Spirit-Led Conference in Jerusalem 

Again, we see the Holy Spirit presiding over the 
first recorded official missionary conference, in Jeru- 
salem, and guiding its deliberations so that when 
the findings were written they ran thus: “Jt seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit, and to us...” (15:28), 
just as the minutes of an official body today would 
read: “It is the mind of the Chairman and members 
of such-and-such a meeting .. .” 

In chapter 16 again we see the Holy Spirit asserting 
his power of restraint over missionaries. He “forbids” 
Paul and his companions to go into the province of 
Asia, “suffers them not” to enter Bithynia, and then 
guides them by a vision into the unoccupied mission 
field of Europe (16:6-10). What a solemn lesson is 
here taught us as to the utter inadequacy of human 
wisdom, even that of such a gifted and experienced 
missionary statesman as Paul himself, in the work 
of missions! And the incident is also an impressive 
reminder of the fundamental principle in missions 
that all men everywhere have the same spiritual need, 
and therefore the same right to hear the Gospel. The 
Holy Spirit forbids Paul to go a second time over 
the same ground in Asia until Europe has been given 
its first opportunity to know the Saviour. 

Finally, the Holy Spirit’s supreme authority and: 
leadership in missions are once more recognized in 
the words of Paul in his farewell address to the elders 
of Ephesus: “Take heed therefore ... to all the. 
flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath made you 
overseers...” (20: 28). 

Is there not, in all that has been cited, teaching of 
tremendous importance upon some of the most vital 
points pertaining both to the administrative and to 
the operative ends of the missionary enterprise? We 
hear so-much talk today about strategy, statesman- 
ship, co-operation, and the like, in the realm of mis- 

(Concluded on page 518) 
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‘A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 








R. CLAUDE MONTEFIORE is perhaps the 
M leader of liberal Judaism in England. “He has 

written on “The Originality of Jesus’ in com- 
parison with the ideals and teaching of his own peo- 
ple. “There are,” he says; “combinations in the pic- 
ture of Jesus which as a picture at any rate, seem to 
me unique and which I atn inclined to think are not 
merely picture but portrait. I mean such combinations 
as his humility and his sense of authority; his stern- 
ness and his gentleness; his great piety and his great 
purity; his tinge of asceticism and his lack of ascet- 
icism; his. constant living with God and his com- 
passionate forthcoming toward. many sinners; his 
hatred of sin and his.active. friendliness and sympathy 
for the outcast and the lost. ‘Obviously these com- 
binations could be drawn out at length. But they 
suffice for me to deduce from them that Jesus was 
original, a new phenomenon among the Jews which 
has scarcely been repeated. * 

“The famous verse in Ezekiel describing the coming 
action of God is the pattern and partially the inspira- 
tion of the conduct and the teaching of Jesus: ‘I 
will seek that which was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away, and will bind up that which 
was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick’ 
(Ezek. 34:16). It was left for Jesus to turn this 
picture of divine activity into an ideal of human activ- 
ity and it is amazing to think what marvelous and 
fruitful results have followed from the dozen or score 
of verses in which this ideal is set forth and driven 
-home in the Gospels. With this teaching of service 
may be associated in close connection the doctrine 
of the hard life and of deliberate self-sacrifice. ‘If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow me.’ Here 
we have teaching pregnant with the most astonishing 
issues.” 

The veil is still ofthe eyes. The Lord Jesus indeed 
turned the picture of divine activity into an ideal of 
human activity, but he did far more. He realized 
in his divine person what through the mouth of the 
prophet Ezekiel he had as Jehovah promised to do. 
He was Jehovah manifested in the flesh, the looked- 
for Messiah. And the most “astonishing issue” of 
this incarnation was that it led up to “deliberate self- 
sacrifice,” the self-sacrifice of Golgotha. Mr. Monte- 
fiore’s intuition is right in so far as it ‘puts to the 
fore the incarnation and the atonement; it has not, 
however, yet probed to the depths of those central 
teachings. 


“The Dark Hours” is a play by Don Marguis 
which treats of the crucifixion. The author con- 
fesses that he simply could not present our Lord on 
the stage as if he were any other historical person- 
ality. “When I first considered this play, several 
years ago, I was inclined to rebel against this re- 
striction. But the more I thought of it the less in- 
clined I was to rebel. You cannot show divinity on 
the stage; you cannot get an actor to impersonate 
divinity. The thing is impossible. I cannot escape 
the conviction that He [Jesus] intended to convey 
that he was the Son of God in a sense special and 
unique; that he differed from other men who might 
call God their Father, not merely in the degree of his 
spirituality but also in the character of-his relationship 
to his Father. I can make nothing else out of it and 
I began the examination of the Bible with a contrary 
view.” 

So compelling is the portrait of the Son of God 
which the New Testament draws! All. straightfor- 
ward and unspoiled men must come to this conclusion. 
And how can we explain otherwise the irresistible 
attraction which leads men of the world such as 
Montefiore and Marquis to concern themselves with 
this personality and the problem which he summons 
up? Men simply cannot get away from Christ! 
There is a divine heliotropismus which draws them 
to him. As he said, “And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 


“Social Gospel” or Eschatology.—The rationalist 
“social gospel” has been before the American public 
for three decades or more, but it Has not shown itself 
fruitful in practical ways. Its early outstanding pro- 
moter was Professor Peabody of Harvard in his 
book “Jesus Christ and the Social Question.” Little 
influence has this book apparently liad even on Pro- 
fessor Peabody’s own colleagues, for they have been 
caught oppressing humble scrubwomen who keep clean 
the college buildings. Nor has Harvard’s Social 
prophet broken silence in protest against these viola- 
tions of the Massachusetts minimum wage law. Dr. 


Walter Rauschenbusch was at heart a near-Unitarian 


who lived on evangelical ‘bread and whose influence 
went far to divert the Rochester Theological Seminary 
from the evangelical purposes for which 
founded. He used to speak with scorn of eschatology, 
the study of last things, and of Christ’s~Second Com- 
ing. “Eschatology,” He wrote inchis “Theology for 
the Social Gospel,” “is usually loved in inverse pro- 
portion to the square of the méntal diameter of those 
who do the loving.” “It would have surprised him if 
he had lived to see the ablest theologians of Germany 
go over lock, stock, and barrei to eschatology; even 
more to observe them repudiaie his own kingdom of 
God sociology as belated illusionism. Yet this has 
been the case, 

Professor Peterscann has ably expounded in Biblio- 
theca. Sacra the eschatological point of view of- that 
brilliant mind, Professor Brunner of Zurich. He tells 
us that “we cannot build or realize the kingdom on 
earth the least visible and direct bit, and that we 
should abstain strictly and humbly from using the 
above popular phrase in any such sense of actually 
‘kingdomizing’ the world. The kingdom of God prom- 
ised to come on earth will come as an eschatological 
supernatural ingression of the All-Transforming Abso- 
solute [God] which is the same as the kingdom of 
the resurrection and of eternal life, that is, miracu- 
lously beyond all social ethical, and also all Christian 
social ethical, labor. To the easy, brisk, and sprightly 
American activism with its illusionistic faith in evolu- 
tionary progress he sets in contrast the eschatological 
faith independent of and unshakable by illusioning 
or disillusioning phenomena and experiences because 
it is leaning solely upon the Biblical promise of the 
eschatological omnipotent Creator and Ruler and Sav- 
iour.’ 


The Gospel_as a Practical Witness.—Should- we 
then abandon all concrete application of the Gospel to 
life in the way of public reforms? Far from it. But 
we should, according to Brunner, remember two things. 
“If what Rauschenbusch saw is true, that modern 
Christianity has lost its sense of the social factor in 
Christian ethics, it is no less true. that all Christian 





‘Pioneers in East Africa 


The Bible Churchmen’s Missionary So- 
ciety describes its mission at Lake Rudolph 
_ as making, in eighteen short months, a real 
record. The establishment and manning 
not only of the station at Lotome but of 
eight out-stations, each with two accredited 
Christian teachers; the translation of Mark’s 
Gospel into the common language of. the 
people with.six other booklets for Christian 
instructions; the fact that at least ten men 
have already yielded their iives to God and 
that four have made open profession of faith 
in baptism; the founding of further stations 
to Kacheliba and at Marsabit on the South 
and East of the Lake; the increase of 
British missionaries from the original two 
to ten,—all indicate a. progress replete with 
the marvelous, and. due to the presence and 
blessings of Christ. 
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activity, social as well as private or individual, must 
come forth from -that solitary act which the Bible 
calls regeneration... This is the presupposition ef a 
new social order.” 

Secondly, as Professor Althaus of Erlangen has 
said with powerful emphasis, Christian social activity 
is simply a phase of the Christian witness. ‘The 
preaching of the Word witnesses not only in the oral 
message of the pulpit but also in the convincing dem- 
onstration of practical activity. Brunner dares to 
claim the world as the Creator’s property (though 
knowing that he will never succeed in making it. that) 
merely out of grateful obedience of faith and for- the 


sake of the glory of the Lord —free from illusion- 


as wel as from despair. 


A Church “Railroad Dinner.”—A New. England 
daily recently carried the following report: 
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“Members of the Men’s League ofthe 
Church took their wives and lady friends on a ‘rail- 
road excursion’ last night at the church. The party 
was one of the most original ever staged by such a 
group in this city. ae : 

“True perhaps to tradition on stormy weather; the 
old ‘A and B’ special to all points east, south, and 
west, as announced by ‘Brakeman’ , was twenty 
minutes late in getting started, But once aboard the 
special the trip was delightful. 

“The dining room was labeled as the train shed 
and upon entering it every man received a miniature 
paper suitcase and every woman 4 tiny hatbox,. each 
with a souvenir in it for noise-making, 

“The train was then ready to depart with 
as president of the road, as cofiductor, 
, engineer, , brakeman, and , nNews- 
boy. As each passenger took his seat in the dining 
car he found a menu printed on a form that resem- 
bled a locomotive and its tender. 

“The menu. consisted of ‘oilcup, main line, wheels, 
switch, pullman, axle grease, wreck, snowplow, and 
caboose, and, after each course served, a_ station 
stop was made. The guests guessed the name of 
the statiori from a printed conundrum that resembled 
a railroad ticket. 

“The dinner was served by eight members of 
Tri Sig Class dressed as Pullman waiters with their 
faces blackened.” : 

There is much more of the same sort in the news 
paper report,—all of which will give Mencken one 
more opportunity to gird at American Christianity and 
American churches in his American Mercury. Here 
indeed is Main Street mentality at its worst. In con- 
trast to this horse-play one might set a letter from 
Russian Christians which describes their proscribed 
prayer-meetings:. “We gather the people, close the 
doors, put out the lights, and pray.” 


The Japan Evangelistic Band.—In Kobe there are 
nearly a dozen little churches, all self-supporting, the 
result of the work of the Japan Evangelistic Band. 
Their total annual offerings amount to over three 
thousand dollars. One is a missionary church, the 
members of which are Koreans. Another group of 
country stations around the city of Okayama are. all 
self-supporting and guided by Mr. Sato, an old Band 
member. There is still another group, thirteen in num- 
ber scattered through the country. These too are 
self-supporting. _A larger greup of twenty-six little 
congregations Iying between Kobe and the West coast 
of Japan are the result of the Forward Movement 
and are shepherded by Paget. Wilkes himself. 

Mr. Wilkes gives the story of a convert, now the 
cashier of a big hospital attached to the University. 
He was a drunkard and a debauchee in spite of his 
excellent education, His sins brought him to attempted 
suicide and delirium tremens.. The bullet missed~ his 
brain yet left him lying for a long time between ‘life 
and death. A Japanese pastor led him to the cross. 
His deliverance was immediate and his transformation 
complete. This has so impressed the University. offi- 
cials and hospital surgeon under whom he serves, that 
indifferent. as they are to the claims of Christ on 
themselves they allow him to hold meetings with pa- 
tients, nurses, and office staff. Some thirty-five souls 
gather’ weekly to pray and praise and listen. 

An evangelist of the Band was lately buried. He 
had died in his prime. His station was the little 
town of M—— which had been destroyed in an earth- 
quake, one-fifth of its population perishing in the 
flames, among them the evangelist whose place he took. 
Every day, wet or fine, found him cycling, and when 
the snow was too deep trudging on foot into hamlets 
and villages far up on the mountains, seeking to save 
the lost. “The most ideal counfry evangelist I have 
ever met,” says Mr. Wilkes. He was taken with 
pneumonia. “As ‘I lie here gasping a hundred fiery 
breaths a minute,” he said during his sickness, “I 
want you to know they are breathings of prayer every 
one.” When at last he passed on he cried out, “Oh! 
this is life indeed. My heart is filled with joy.” This 
faithful servant of Christ came up out of the depths 
of idolatry. 




















Notes from the Bethel Mission, Shanghai.—Mr. 
Chen and Mr. Wang are graduates of the’ Bethel 
Bible- School and haye been evangelizing in a ‘totally 
non-Christian city. ,They had been preceded by a 
Buddhist evangelistic campaign. Buddhist priests 
found the people dissatisfied with their idols and with 
souls hungry for peate. So they sold them “tickets 
for peace of heart”; others also for “redemption” and 
“for salvation from sin.” The price ran from five 
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to fifty dollars each, It was an Asiatic version of actually named the Spezia Mission churches which 
Tetzel’s merchandising, of the age-long operations of had:done this! We were hundreds of miles away and 
“the shop of Rome.” Many sold land or mortgaged could not answer, but some member of the congre- 
their homes to get peace by these tickets. Then came. pation, not a Protestant either, made public protest 
the Bethel Band shouting, “Ho, every one that thirst- in the church and a riot followed.” 


eth . . . come, buy wine and milk without money and Il Seminatore (“The Sower”) is a live monthly 

without price.” Gospel paper sent by the mission throughout Italy. 

Hundreds were led to Christ in the open-air meet- The nuns of St. Paul at Spezia, with the official 

Z ings. Mr. Chen collected a big~basket full of tickets authorization of the Roman authorities, are sending 
c. surrendered by those who at last had found the God out a paper called J/ Seme (“The Seed”), which 
of peace. copies the form and style of printing and color of the 


Pastor Gih of Bethel has been in the Anhwei Prov- evangelical paper. The Catholic paper declares that 
ince evangelizing in bitter cold weather. He started it: evangelical model denies the divinity of our Lord 
in by preaching in a dead Christian church. _ The Jesus Christ. t 
people were indignant that he should mention sin to Right through the month of May last in_ every 
them and told him that he need not have come all Roman Catholic church in Spezia from St. Mary’s 
the way from Shanghai to talk on that subject.. As Cathedral to those in the suburbs, in every Catholic 
he was leaving the hall a giant of a man approached church in Prato and Pistoia and in many other places, 
him and openly told him he would beat him up if according to a carefully prearranged plan, the Spezia 
he preached on sin again. The next night the church Mission and its director have been virulently attacked 
was crowded and Pastor Gih announced as his sub- from the pulpits, A favorite method is for one 
ject, “Sin.” The interest was intense, but at the end preacher to take the part of a Protestant and for 
he was threatened again. The third night, too, he another to answer his questions or objections. The 
preached on sin to a still bigger crowd. Then Miss _ representative of “the Protestant” cause maintains the 
Grace Hwang preached. She says: “I went to my most absurd and shameful positions, poSitions which 
knees and asked that the Holy Spirit would give me all Protestants would repudiate. 
the message. All I could think of was ‘sin.’ I prayed, In the great Church of the Mddonna at Piazza 
‘Dear Lord, do you reall want me to preach on that Brin the theme of a recent sermon was “The Prot- 
subject?’?” But she did. Many desperate men were estants, people devoted to drink, deniers of God, serv- 
present in the crowded church. Suddenly a horrible ants of the Devil.” The cong~egation was incited 
cry of despair ratig through the church. A movement to violence, and in another church the priest called 
was seen in the middle aisle and the giant, known his young people about him and expressly counseled 
throughout the entire Province as “Tiger,” the bandit them “to get slings wherewith to break all the win- 
leader, stumbled out into the aisle and fell on his dows in the Spezia Mission house.” 
knees with the cry, “O God, my sin! my sin!” 
Pastor Gih led him to Christ. His confession’ Brief Notes.—Eighty-five students of Yenching 
brought out sin after sin of the most terrible character. University are giving the Messiah of Handel in 
The day following, in spite of the intense cold, the Chinese cities. One-who has heard them writes: “It 
converted bandit started at daylight to talk with his was magnificent and thrilling to hear those Chinese 
old father whom he had various times attempted to sing that great oratorio. The audience was largely 
kill. The father assured him forgiveness and at.the Chinese, and it did my soul good to.see them all stand 
toe evening meeting the giant was back to give his tes- when the great Hallelujah Chorus was sung... . 
} timony. He still corresponds with Pastor Gih and Dr. Spurr writes in The British Weekly of the work 
f is rejoicing in his new life. of the Copec Housing Committee which in the past 
i Mrs. Yin, cousin of Dr. Mary Stone, has opened few years “effected in Birmingham, England, a trans- 
4 a second free school in a factory district of two hun- formation almost beyond belief. Blocks of houses 
dred thousand people. Her cry was that of Moses: have been reconditioned, and the old horrible condi- 
“Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten tions have been completely swept away. The enter- 
; them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them prise throughout has been a Christian one, undertaken 
i ‘ . in thy bosom, as a nursing father?” In answer to and carried out by churchmen of various denomina- 
ery prayer God gave her the use, free of rent, of a good- tions. One congregation, St. Anne’s, Mosely, under- 
sized house and garden formerly used as a club. She 
has over four hundred boys and girls, besides a day 
and night nursery where mothers leave their infant 
babies while working in the factories. 


si ea Wiese ee pe te Demon-Possessed Family 
out of the Protestants from Salzburg is being cele- " Pers 
brated this year in that Austrian city by evangelical The evangelists of the Bethel Mission, 


residents. The Salzburgers were peaceful Bible-lov- Shanghai, are carrying on a real war in the 
ing peasants and clockmakers living on the northeast- 














ern slope of the Tyrol. Archbishop Firmian thought strength of God. Evangelist Liu, who has 
to force these crypto-Protestants into Romanism, prayed with many of the demon-possessed, 
made lists of. Bible-reading cottagers, and sent those mentions one family where for one hundred 
to prison who refused to give up this practice. The and twenty years some member of the family 
Sal thele cause. threatened reprisals on Catholic cies. | Bad been devil-possessed. The members of 
? ° i 
if the persecution continued, and finally arranged for the family were converted and brought the 
their emigration into East Prussia. In the first great one then possessed and she was instantly 
emigration seven thousand left their homes; later delivered. Bethel Prison Band is in touch 
ten orgs ge in all trailed parties, eee or — with seven thousand men languishing in 
across the frontier into Protestant ‘ Prussia. rlyle : . “ : : 
has told the story: “Men, women, infants, and hoary Errggme, Yunnan og lege sleeps 7 een 
= - grandfathers are here, most of their property sold, until noon. : Here is Mrs. Chih who for 
On ruinous conditions. A pilgrimage like that of the five years smoked an ounce of opium every 
Children of Israel! Those poor succinct bundles, the day and “came to us at the tag end of her 
ce dia -— — of sere aee eee, Ot life. She was pointed to Jesus and is now 
simple hearts in those remote valleys; the tears tha Pat ° 
were not seen, the cries that were "pddresect to God whoolly free from the habit.” Many lhe 
only, and then at last the turning out of the poor eaters, wholly powerless, have been in- 
caravan.” The story was heard of at all German fire- stantaneously delivered by Mr. Chang’s 
sides. When the first contingent of nine hundred 


L t t rayers, and cripples have been cured and 
reached Berlin Frederick himself met them at the gle iinet res their crutches 
Brandenburg Gate, his Queen invited them in parties : 
to Monbijou to supper and provided them with Bibles 








\ to replace those taken from them by the Austrian 





priests. George the Second of England arranged to 

colonize a certain number of the refugees at Ebene- took to recondition a certain number of slum houses. 
~zer in Georgia. _ Goethe as a youth heard his elders, An old factory adjoining the houses was also bought 
‘talking of this injustice and of the great Frederick’s and the site turned into gardens and a playground for 
interference in behalf of the suffering Protestants and children.” “What one living church has done,” said 
took the emigration as a text for his long poem “Her- the Bishop of Birmingham, “thousands of other 
mann and Dorothea.” churches may do.” The money invested brings in a 
small return. . . . The University of Amsterdam’s 
fiftieth anniversary has been celebrated recently. When 
the official universities became drenched with unbelief 


The Spezia Mission, being in the forefront of evan- 
gelical work in Italy, is more and more drawing cleri- 
cal fire. This attack is planned and carried out with Dr. Kuyper organized a Free University in Amster- 
all the resources of the Vatican itself. The priests dam on the basis of the historic Calvinism of Hol- 
are not over nice in the weapons used. Thus in the land. This was in 1880. Those were the days of 
great church of St. Canciano, Venice, the charge was small beginnings, but they had a great man back of 
made before a great congregation that the Spezia them, and the new university soon became a power 
Mission “sent clever, attractive girls of questionable in the religious, political, and intellectual life of the 
character ‘to the confessional boxes to allure priests land. In 1895 it had only five professors: now it has 
from right living. This abominable falsehood stirred twenty-three, and a new faculty of sciences is in pro- 
the. congregation to great excitement. The preacher cess of organization. It represents an intellectual 
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Fundamentalism of the highest type, and is “well sup- 
ported bythe* Christian churches of Holland. . . 
The German Reds are manufacturing 4 victrola rec- 
ord which they call “The Christmas Song of a 
Worker’s Family.” In this is a “Song of the God- 
less.” It is a rousing piece of verse, and the music 
according to those who have heard it is “of a fas- 
cinating and at times demonic quality especially where 
the refrain ‘Raus, prolet, heraus’ [‘Out, proletarian, 
out!’] comes swinging in.” The text contains the 
usual phrases about the church as an opium factory, 
and fat and lazy priests together with parodies on 
hymns. ... The women of the Shetland Islands are 
knitters for the Gospel, turning their sheeps’ wool 
into hosiery, cardigans, jumpers, and fine shawls, and 
selling the product in the Scottish cities and in Lon- 
don. Foreign missions are the poetry in the lives of 
these women. One village group wrote of their 
product: “We must get it all sold, ye ken, for we 
give a bed in a mission hospital, and they’ll be depend- 
ing on us.” ... It is significant that there should be 
in France a Laymen’s Committee Favoring the Use 
of the Bible in Public Schools. This committee has 
published a Little Biblical Anthology, a book of Bib- 
lical selections for school use. M. Camille Jullian, 
professor.in the Collége de France and member of 
the Académie Francaise, is one of the honorary mem- 
bers. The committee rightly deplores the fact that 
what M. Jullian calls “a unique book” should be un- 
known to school children who are fed on the classics 
of antiquity but never open this greatest book of ‘all. 
... It is an unusual but gratifying thing to find a 
university professor warning the public by voice 
and pen against the dangers of Roman Catholic cleri- 
calism. This professor C. G. Coulton of Cambridge 
University, England, greatest authority ‘of medieval 
history, is now doing with learning and skill. He has 
recently delivered ‘a series of three lectures in Cen- 
tral Hall, Liverpool, which was crowded though ad- 
mission was charged. ... The Jewish National Fund’s 
five year plan will make room for two hundred thou- 
sand more Jews in Palestine, according to Dr. Ettinger. 
. . . Mr. Roome, who has traveled extensively in 
Africa in behalf of missions and Bible distribution, 
tells us that the growth of standard roads in Africa, 
if taken advantage of by a corresponding use of motor 
trucks, will greatly increase the tempo of evangel- 
ism. A caravan car for each two hundred and fifty 
miles would make it possible to reach the hundreds 
of villages along the.way. Missionaries so equipped 
could live on the road for months at a time. Mr. 
Roome, an architect by profession, has designed such 
a car, and will take it with him to Africa. It pro- 
vides ample sleeping quarters and luggage transport 
for a considerable party... . Marts and Lundy di- 
rectors of campaigns for philanthropic purposes, esti- 
mate that in America in 1928 the sum of $2,100,000,000 
was paid for all non-tax-supported. religious, philan- 
thropic, health, social welfare, and educational insti- 
tutions; and for tobacco $2,037,000,000. . . . The 
Bishop of Exeter in his Diocesan Gazette, June, 1930, 
refers to the activities of the English ritualists as 
follows: “I see before me several country churches 
emptied by their Anglo-Catholic priests. Again and 
again I recall the story, ‘We were all happy till aa 
Anglo-Catholic was appointed.’ Gradually or sud- 
denly the church was rendered impossible for those 
who had Protestant and Evangelical leanings.” .. . 
A British Jew, Sir Isaac Isaacs, has been made Gov- 
ernor-General of Australia. .. . Morning prayers are 
broadcast daily from the cathedral Vor Frue Church 
in Copenhagen to homes throughout the little land 
of Denmark. The time is from 8.30 to 8.45, and the 
service consists of a hymn, Scripture reading, prayer, 
and benediction. The people are delighted with the 
innovation. . . . The Lutheran Church authorities 
in Kiel have given favorable reply to church people. 
who have asked for the use of unfermented wine at 
the Lord’s Supper. The Allgemeine Kirchen-Zeitung 
thinks that this innovation would destroy the signifi- 
cance of the Communion. “Unfermented wine is as 
little wine as meal is bread.” But did not the Lord 
refer to “the fruit of the vine,” and does not alcohol- 
free wine come under this head? “The letter killeth, but 
the spirit giveth life.” ... Dr. Hermelink, Professor 
of Church History in Marburg, was recently speak- 
ing at Cambridge University and took occasion 
mention the fact, that his parents had been mission- 
aries in British India. He urged the fostering of 
Christian love between the nations, adding humor- 
ously: “I carry a bullet to this day fired in the fast 
war by an Indian soldier —a strange bit of irony! — 
so that I have a bit of England close to my heart.” 
... The death of the Richmond (Virginia) banker, 
Langbourne Williams, removes an able and devoted 
evangelical leader. It was he who bought The South- 
ern Churchman in 1927 and made of it one of the 
outstanding evangelical papers of the nation. In an 
account of his life The Southern Churchman says: 
‘He was brought up in a home in which the Bible 
held the supreme place as the Word of God and in 
which family prayers were as much a necessity of 
life as the regular routine of the home.” ‘That ex- 
plains the life. ; 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 4. THE MACEDONIAN CALL 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 15 : 36 to 16: 15; Romans 15 : 18-21 


Golden Text.—Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.—Matthew 28 : 19 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Acts 16: 6-15; Rom. 15 : 18-2 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 16:6 Now when they had gone 
throughout Phrygia and the region of 
Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, they 
assayed to go into Bithynia: but the 
Spirit suffered them not. 

8 And they passing by 
down to Troas. 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in 
the might; There stood a man of Mace- 
donia, and prayed him, saying, Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us. 

10 And after he had seen the vision 


Mysia came 


immediately we endeavoured to go into’ 


gathering that the 
or to preach the gos- 


Macedonia, assuredl 
Lord had called us 
pel unto them. 

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we 
came. with a straight course to Samo- 
thracia, and the next day to Neapolis; 

12 And from thence to Philippi, which 
is the chief city of that part of Mace- 
donia, and a colony: and we were in that 
‘vity abiding certain days. 

134 And on the sabbath we went out of 
the city by a river side, where prayer was 
wont to be made; and we sat down, and 
spake .unto the women which resorted 
thither. 


‘into Macedonia, and help us. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 16:6 And they went through ? the 
region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 
forbidden of the Holy Spirit to speak the 
word in Asia; 7 and when they were come 
over against Mysia, they assayed to go 
into Bithynia; and the Spirit of Jesus 
suffered them not; 8 and passing by 
Mysia, they came down to Troas. g And 
a vision appeared to Paul in the night: 
There was a man of Macedonia standing, 
beseeching him, and saying, Come over 
10 And 
when he had seen the vision, straightway 
we sought to go forth into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to 
* preach the gospel unto them. 

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, 
we made a straight course to Samothrace, 
and the day following to Neapolis; 12 
and from thence to Philippi, which is a 
city of Macedonia, the first of the dis- 
trict, a Roman colony: and we were in 
this city tarrying certain days. 13 And 
on the sabbath day we went forth without 
the gate by a river side, * where we sup- 
po there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down, and spake unto the women 
that were come together. 14 And a cer- 
tain woman named Lydia, a seller of pur- 
ple, of the city of Thyatira, one that wor- 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of 
Paul. 


15 And when she ‘was baptized, and her 
household, she besought us, saying, If ye 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into my house, and abide there. 
And she constrained us. 


Rom. 15:18 For I will not dare to 
speak of any of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought by me, to make the Gen- 
tiles obedient, by word and deed, 


19 Through mighty signs and wonders, 
by the power of the Spirit of God; so 
that from Jerusalem, and round about unto 
Illyricum, I have fully preached the gos- 
pel of Christ. 


20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ was named, lest 
I should build upon another man’s foun- 
dation : 


21 But as it is: written, To whom he 


“was not spoken of, they shall see: and they © 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
which were'spoken by Paul. 15 And when 
she was baptized, and_her household, she 
besought us, saying, If ye have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come into 


my. house, and abide there. And she con- 
strained us. 
Rom. 15:18 For I will not dare to 


speak of any ‘things save those which 
Christ wrought through me, for the obe- 
dience of the ° Gentiles, by word and deed, 
19 in the power of signs and wonders, in 
the power of *the Holy Spirit; so that 
from Jerusalem, and round about even 
unto Illyricum, I have 7 fully preached the 
® gospel of Christ; 20 yea, ° making it my 
aim so to *preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was. already named, that I might 
not build upon another man’s foundation ; 
21 but, as it is written, 

They shall see, to whom no tidings of 

him came, 

And they who have not heard shall un- 
derstand. ; 
Or, Phrygia and the region of 

Galatia. *Gr:, bring the good tidings. 

® Many authorities read where was 

wont to be. ‘*Gr., of those. things 

which Christ wrought not through me. 

® Gr., nations.. ° Many ancient author- 

ities read the Spirit of God. - One 

reads the Spirit. " Gr., fulfilled. Comp. _ 

Col. 1: 25. *Gr., good tidings. *°Gr., 

being ambitious. 2 Cor. §: 9; 1 Thess. 





14 And a certain woman named Lydia, : 
a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, ship 
which worshipped God, heard us: whose Lor 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O SHOW the pupils that the guided life is the 

useful life. , 

The Historical Setting 

Paul’s second missionary journey began, according 
to Sir William Ramsay, after the Passover of A. D. 
o. Dean Alford dated the commencement of the 
journey about the autumn of A. D. 51. We know 
that it was at about that time, that is to say, about 
twenty years after Pentecost. 

Verse by Verse 

Acts 16:6.—Now when they had gone throughout 
Phrygia, Note the extreme brevity of the account 
of this journey. A great many things happened dur- 
ing this time. The Phrygian and Galatian churches 
were founded (cf. 18:23). Paul himself experienced 
a distressing period of ill health (Gal. 4:13), and 
the references to this time in the Epistle to the Gal- 
atians show that he had been alone there for a pro- 
longed period. 

Phrygia and the .region of Galatia, This country 
was termed indifferently Phrygia or Galatia. It was, 
in fact, the land originally inhabited by Phrygians 
and subsequently occupied by Gauls. Galatia is the 
land of the Galatai Keltai or Galli. Those names 
represent the same race that sacked Rome in 390 
B. C. and in 279 B. C. poured over Greece. 

Were forbidden—by some specidl intimation like 
that in 13:2. 

Asia. This name was at first applied only to a 
district near the river Cayster in Lydia,-but its -appli- 
cation became more and more widely extended until 
at last it embraced, as at present, the whole vast 
continent. It is never used in this wider sense in 
our New Testament. The Asia of the Acts is not 
even our Asia Minor. This use did not begin until 
the fourth century A. D. In the Acts it signifies only 
the Roman Province of that name and included only 
Mysia, Lydia, and Caria. 

Verse 7.—Mysia was the name customarily used 
for the northeast part of Asia Minor bordering on 
the Hellespont. Its boundaries were. vague and un- 
certain as were those of Phrygia. 

Bithynia. This was a country in the north of Asia 
Minor bordering or. the Sea of Marmora, the Bos- 
phorus, and the Black Sea. The country was be- 
queathed to the Romans in 74 B. C. by the last king 
Nicomedes III, 

The Spirit suffered them not. The correct reading 
here is “the Spirit of Jesus.” This affords a very 
remarkable indirect testimony to the belief in our 
Lord’s deity (cf. Phil, 1:19; Rom. 8:9). 


, heard us: whose heart the 
opened to give heed unto the things 


. eee 2a Bi 


Verse 8.—Passing by Mysia. This may mean either 
(1) passing by “So far as not seeking to preach, or 
(2) skirting along the edge of the province, keeping 
it on their right. 

Troas; This was a city on the A‘gean coast of 
Asia Minor, opposite the small island of Tenedos.. It 
was a Roman colony with certain of the rights and 
privileges belonging to Italy itself. It was a free 
city and not under the control of the governors of 
either of the provinces, Asia, or Bithynia. 


Verse 9.—And a vision appeared. The vision seems 
to have appeared in the same way as that sent to 
Peter (chap. 10). It was an unreal apparition de- 
signed to convey a practical meaning. 

Man of Macedonia, There are plausible reasons 
for thinking that the original, so to speak, of this 
vision was Luke himself. . The first person -.comes 
into the narrative in the following verse and this 
Suggests that from that point up to 16:40 Luke was 
one of the party. The dropping into the third person 
at verse 40 suggests further that when Paul and 
Silas left Philippi Luke did not accompany them; in 
other words, that he was left behind in that Mace- 


donian city. There would probably be some special * 


reason for thus leaving Luke behind, and that reason 
is to be sought in his acquaintance with the place and 
the people. Luke may have first met Paul at. Troas. 
He was perhaps converted at that time. If so he 
was probably Paul’s first European convert. These 
circumstances would powerfully affect his mind. And 
God may have used the form and features of this 





“Come” 
By Amos R. Wells 


66 YOME!”* cry the nations, ‘‘ come or send! 

Come, or ours is a piteous end. Macedo- 
nians too are we, bound to owsidols. Get us free!”” 
** Come!”” cry the nations, ‘‘ boldly come, leaving 
your safe and beautiful home, leaving your dear 
ones and goods like Paul; come to us who have 
nothing at all.”” ‘* Come,”” cry the nations, ‘‘ cross 
the sea, the mountains, the plains, or whatever may 
be; break all sundering barriers down; bring us 
the cross and bring us the crowp.*’ “‘ Come,”” cry 
the nations, ‘‘ for you are strong; health and free- 
dom to us belong. Christ will ransom our sin and 
cate. You have Jesus: give us our share.”* 
_**Come,”” cry the nations, ** come today; we are 
perishing while you stay. Heed the Saviour’s loving 
commands. See our empty and pleading hands.”’ 
** Come,”” cry the nations, ** and do not wait to be 
richer or wiser, strong ‘Or great. Just as you are, 
oh, hearthe call. Isnot the Saviour your all-in-all?”’ 





that have not heard shall understand. 
American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Ettucation. 
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new friend to make the foundation of the vision by 
which he led his servant.on to Europe. 

Verse 10.—Macedonia. The original. Macedonians 
were akin to the Doric branch of the Greeks, but the 
original stock gradually incorporated in itself elements 
from Illyria and Thracia and other countries round. 


Macedonia first began to loom large in the-history~~~ 


of the world under the reign of Philip. This king 
gradually brought Greece under his. power. Under 
his yet more famous son, Alexander the Great, the 
Greco Macedonian rule. was. extended right across 
Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, and Persia to India, and 
came to be bounded on the east only by the -river 
Indus. Alexander overthrew the Persian Empire at 
the great battle of Arbela in 331 B. C. But self- 
indulgence had sapped his strength and he succumbed 
to a fever in Babylon in 323 B. C.-when he was only 
thirty-two years old. He-had appointed no. successor 
and his four chief generals divided his kingdom among 
themselves. Like the rest of the East. Macedon 
was acquired by the Romans. It became a Roman 
Province in 146 B. C 


Verse 11.—Samothracia. This is.an island of con- 
siderable size in the A‘gean Sea. It lies south of the 
coast of Thrace. Paul and his companions made 2 
straight run without tacking across to Samothracia. 
The next day they sailed north to Neapolis on tht 
Thracian coast which is about twenty miles away. 
Samothracia is a mountainous island. Its summit rises 
to 5,240 feet. 

Neapolis means new city. It was the port of Phi- 
lippi which lay about ten mile’ inland. 


Verse 12.—Philippi. This city derived its name 
from Philip of Macedon by whom it was founded. 
In Roman times the great Via Egnatia, the Egnatian 
road, ran through Philippi. It ran from Rome to 
Egnatia on the coast of Apulia where it first reaches 
the sea. Thence if ran to Brundusuim the modern 
Brindisi. Opposite this point on the eastern shore 
of the Adriatic lies Dyrrhachium, the modern Durazzo. 
Here the great read began again and passed by way 
of Philippi to Byzantium the modern Constantinople. 

A colony. A‘colony consisted of a body of Roman 


’ citizens publicly sent to occupy some town that was 


usually important for military reasons. These colonists 
in their new home continued to enjoy the full rights 
of Roman citizens. 

Verse 13—Where prayer was wont to be made. 
Better, “where we expected to find a place of prayer.” 
This Greek term proseuche was applied to any place 
of prayer, whether abuilding, or open place, as here. 
Such proseuchai were used by the Jews where their 
numbers were not sufficient to enable them to under- 
take the cost of building-a-regular synagogue. The 
choice of a spot by the river probably had reference 
to the ceremonial washings. 


Verse 14.—Lydia, a seller of purple. The guild 








ney 


Lesson for Octobér 4 


of dyers at Thyatira have left inscriptions that still 
remain to bear witness to the historical consistency 
of our narrative. Thyatira was an important and 
wealthy city in the northern part of Lydia. It was 
situated in the open fertile valley of the Lycus. It 
was a settlement from the earliest times. It was 
founded as a Macedonian colony by: Seleucus Nicator 
about 301 B. C. Thyatira was one of the seven 
churches of Revelation 2 and 3. ; : 

Whose heart the Lord opened. Conversion is al- 
ways a miracle. The word translated “opened” is a 
compound word, very emphatic in its significance. It 
suggests flinging a door wide open, Lydia has-already 
been referred to as a worshiper of God, that is, she 
was probably a Jewish proselyte. Note the analogies 
and contrasts between these incidents in Philippi and 
those in Samaria (John 4). 

Verse 15.—lf ye have judged me.. This evidently 
has reference to her baptism. The transactions of 
several days or perhaps weeks are compresséd into 
these two verses. 

Romans 15:18.—I will not dare to speak. Paul 
will not speak from hearsay but only of what he has 
himself seen and done. 

Verse 19.—Mighty signs and wonders. Note that 
Paul does not dwell on these signs and wonders. They 
are only mentioned in passing. The allusion thus 
dropped by the way and deft behind is an evidence 
of the perfect mental balance of the witness. 

‘Illyricum. The highland seaboard that lies east 
of the Adriatic. As already stated the great military 
road ran from Philippi straight across to Durazzo 
which was one of the chief towns of Illyricum. 

_ Verse 20—Lest I should build. Paul would avoid 
as far as possible the overlapping of other men’s work, 
A Lesson Outline 

1. Guidance and obedience (vs. 6-12). 

2. Obedience and opportunity (vs. 13, 14). 

3. Opportunity and encouragement (v. 14). 
Golden Topics 

1. God’s guidance. It is deeply interesting to the 
child.of God to note the methods by which the Lord 
makes known his will to his people. -Exactly what 
happened when the apostles tried to enter first Asia 
and then. Bithynia we are not told, but it clearly means 
that were guided through the medium of frus- 
trated plans arid disappointed hopes. Most of God’s 
children know something of what these mean, though 
they have not always sought for or seen God’s guid- 
ance in these experiences. 

Note the very suggestive word translated “assuredly 
gathering.” It means to bring together. It is 
of putting two and two together, as we say, and then 
deducing the logical inference. We have been pre- 
vented from going into Asia and again from entering 
Bithynia, so hére we are at Troas, and here is Luke 


' the Macedonian, and here is a vision. This must be 


God’s will. Paul and his companions would have to 
look back and say he led “the blind by a way that 
they knew not” (Isat 42:16). It is a moment of 
great joy to the Christian when he suddenly discovers 
that amid all his perplexities his Lord has been lead- 
ing him. It is interesting, too, to observe that Paul’s 
first convert in Macedonia was a_native of that very 
province of Asia into which he had been forbidden 
to go. 

2. The--miracle of conversion. ‘Whenever conver- 
sion takes place it is because God has opened the heart 
of the convert. We ought therefore to pray more 
diligently that he will open the hearts of our children 
to attend to the word which he shall give us to 
speak. 

3. Christian generosity. Where there has been 
a true work of grace there is always new gracious- 
ness in the character. When the heart has been 
opened the hand will be opened also. God opens his 
hand (Psa. 104: 28), and his- love is shed abroad in 
his people’s hearts in their turn (Rom, 5:5). 

Tunsrivce Waits, Enc, 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of viding these questions is an_ unusual 
one, and ts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character.. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


Witt new. names appear among the evangelists of 
the first Christian church, in the fifteenth and six- 
teenth chapters of Acts? Which one disappears 
from the remainder of the narrative? 
2. At what point in Paul’s travels was his faith tested 
like Abraham’s? 
3. What one word was probably accented above all 
others in that “Macedonian call” as Paul first heard it? 
4. Name the personnel of Paul’s party making the 
crossing to Macedonia, from Troas. 


5. How did immediate developments upon Paul’s ar- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1, October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 15: 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3- October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea, 
Acts 17 t1-15; 1 Thess, 2: 1-12 
4. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18': 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
gs. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Gal. 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13 : 1-14 
6. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5 : 5-11 
7. November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 
8 November 22—Paul in Rome. Acts 25: 1-12; 28 : 16-30. 
9. November 29.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon. ....Philemon 
10. December 6.--Rome and Beyond. 
Romans 15: 22-29; 2 Timothy 4 : 6-18; Titus 1 3 §-16; 3 : 11-14 
11. December £3.—John’s Vision on Patmos. 
Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 
12, December 20.—The Supreme Gift of Love, 
(Christmas Lesson.) 1 John 4: 7-19 
13r December 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Europe. 








rival in Philippi show a peculiar need which exists also 
in the church today? 

6. Was it the old Jewish Sabbath or the new Chris- 
tian “Lord’s Day” (Sunday) when Paul met Lydia for 
the first time? ° 

7. What similarity do we see in Paul’s response to 
the Macedonian vision to that of Philip when the Spirit 
spoke to him in Samaria? . 

8. What similarity in immediate results do we see in 
the two visions? 

9. What is the first instance of Christian hospitality 
being offered to missionaries, recorded in Scripture? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Hindering Way.—Forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost to speak the word in Asia (Acts 16:6). No, 
Professor, Asia was not evangelized—no, not even 
one good town of it, Just a little- handful of “The 
Way” gathering together here and there for fellow- 
ship and worship. Yet behold, there was Johnny Bull 
and Uncle Sam some few centuries down the world 
who must be set right and started right. Consequently, 
little old Greece and proud old Rome, who were to 
greatly influence the generations to come, must be 
looked after. Now always remember this: When a 
manufacturer or some other has a far-away job he 
always sends his very best man or men. Governments 


do the same (Gen, 15:2; 24:2). As I write this. 


note our company has an important lot of valuable 
machinery lying at a distant city. We are holding 
our best erector for this job. We are not allowing 
him to get “tied up” in any home job, impcrtant as 
these near-at-home jobs might be. Now Paul was 
the master workmen of his vocation, so to speak. 
His Lord would take him off the near-by work and 
send him across the water to lay out the strategy of 
the great campaign for the conquering of the world 
for Christ. He starts his job where Alexander started 
his job in Macedonia. Remember what the Roman 
Emperor said, “Galilean, thou hast conquered.” Then 
came Constantine with his In hoc signo vinces (“By 
this sign conquer”). And that sign was the cross. 
Years ago some modern “Pauls” heard this “Mace- 
donian” cry spelled with fewer letters such as “China,” 
“Japan,” “India,” —ten to five you will notice. And 
away they sailed with life in one hand and the Bible 
in the other. You know what has happened? I have 
just had Fletcher Brockman to dinner, and he tells 
me the new China Government is in the hands of 
Christians. -They had the World’s Sunday School 
Convention in Japan a while ago. The Salvation 
Army marches and drums up and down India, and 
they wanted Billy Sunday to come over and build his 
big barns! 


Storming Hell.—Come over into Macedonia, and 
help us. And... straightway we sought to go (vs, 
9, 10, R. V.). At this period of the world’s history 
the race was at its highest in brains and lowest in 
morals, The art and literature at hand for the 
enjoyment and “uplift” (?) of cultured Greece and 
Rome have never been excelled, Nor has the degre- 
dation of these cultured peoples ever been excelled. 
Details cannot be printed without breaking the law 
(Rom. 1: 26-31). There was one spot not so black 
— the hill country of Alexander, known as Macedonia, 
Here at Philippi were colonized retired Roman sol- 
diers, old veterans disciplined and trained in the obe- 
diénce of military service. At Rome the cauldron 
of licentiousness was boiling and bubbling “to the 


King’s taste,” in very Cesarian truth. Read Gibbons’ 
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“Decline and Fall” and “Quo Vadis,” and you will 
know. Out here in the Pennsylvany Hills life is run 
at a speed limit. We don’t have night clubs, cabarets, 
red lights, and so on. In the metropolis the sky is 
the limit. It was to this Macedonia, among the old 
soldiers and the hills, that the Lord would send Paul 
for his European initiation. He would get him up to 
headquarters at Rome later, after his acclimatization 
(some word!), as it were. Now note Paul —the in- 
stant he learned what the Lord wanted him to do he 
was off. “Straightway” is the word in King James’ 
day. “Johnny-on-the-spot” in Uncle Sam’s day (1 
Sam. 13:14; 17:22, 27-35; Psa. 89:20). Washing- 
ton, the “father of his country,” liked Mad Anthony 
Wayne because he was of the “straightway sort.” 
“General, I will storm hell any day if you will lay 
the plans,” was Wayne’s way of putting it. And 
while it may sound somewhat soldiery to use the 
word, this was exactly what Paul was over in Europe 
to do, according to the plans-of the very real Father 
of his Country. And as it has been said, hell was 
pretty strongly intrenched when the Pauline party 
struck Macedonia. 


“No Fuss and Feathers.”—We were in that city 
abiding certain days (v. 12). Four quiet, travel- 
stained men slipped into town. No notice, “no fuss 
and feathers.” “But Philippi lives. A little delicate 
Scotchman landed on the west coast of Africa to 
“bore into” that dark continent. No notice, no fuss. 
His name was Dan Crawford. A woman from the 
same country, and her children, one day slipped into 
Pittsburgh. She opened a little candy shop. No 
notice, “no fuss and feathers.” Her name was Car- 
negie, and her oldest boy, who was a telegraph mes- 
senger, was named Andy. A poor music teacher drifted 
into Philadelphia and hung out a shingle. No notice, 
no fuss. His name was ‘Drexel. A German boy 
joined the company that flowed into New York City 
and went into the fur business. No notice, no fuss. 
His name was Astor. A man and a woman trundled 
fifty dollars worth of cheap wares from the railroad 
station to a little shop in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
People laughed. Their name was Woolworth, and 
their five-and-ten-cent stores now cover the land. Two 
young men blew into Chicago and Cleveland. The 
Chicago boy started a dry goods store. The Cleve- 
land boy sold green groceries. There wes no notice, 
no fuss in either city. The Chicago boy’s name was 
Marshall Field. The-Cleveland boy’s name was John 
D. Rockefeller. A country boy from the little vil- 
lage of Van Hornesville, New York, a Sunday-school 
teacher in a little church there, managed to work his 
way through college and get a law education. He 
moved into the city of New York. No notice, no fuss. 
The name of that boy is O. D. Young, now head of 
the great General Electric Company, and -it would 
not surprise lots of people if you have a chance to 
vote for him for President of the United States. I 
could fill a page, but here is the moral: Be very nice 
and kind and helpful to everybody, and by doing so 
you are likely to catch the big fellows (Heb. 13:1, 2; 
Gen. 18:3). That plain quiet fellow working next 
to you may some day be the “old man” himself. If 
the ownership of a good heart under your vest will 
not make you kind and courteous, give your good 
sense a chance. These four trampy looking Jews 
who catne to Philippi that day were the biggest men 
in all the world. . Indeed, were it not for them Phi- 
lippi would have been forgotten years ago. 


CoarTzsvituz, Pa. ne 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Matertats: Lay a large map of the world on 
a table. Dress a tiny doll to represent a man 
from each country, and stand it in its own coun- 
try on the-map. Have each doll with its arms 
outstretched, pleading for -help. Old-fashioned - 
clothespin dolls will save expense. | 








HAT was it the man from Macedonia said to 
Paul? “Come over ... and help us.” He was 
just over the border in Europe. ‘ 

Here is a man just over our border, in Mexico. 
He is calling, “Come over and help us, There are 
fifteen million of my people who need the Gospel.” 

And down in South America another calls, “Come 
over and help us.. We cannot even tell how many 
there are here who are in heathen darkness.” 

In Africa and India and China, a man calls out. 
the same cry for help. There are uncounted millions 
in each land who. need Christ. 

Here stands a Japanese man pleading for us to 
come over there. 

And in Russia. Poor dark Russia! Listen to her 
cry, “Come over and help us. We are begging for 
missionaries. We want to know of Jesus Christ.” 

There are many more. What are we doing about it? 
What did Pag do? He went. 


Mopvesto, Cat, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each 1lMfstration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the nditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

PR may rn on oe ee ee . 
are & 
euine On the Golden "Text Ses also needed. 

Even When We See.—They assayed 
to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit .suf- 
fered them not (Acts 16:7). “Somebody 
said to Fanny Crosby, the blind poet 
and hymn writer: ‘You never refer to 
your affliction, in your hymns, unless it 
is in the one entitled “All the Way My 
Saviour Leads Me.”’ Her reply was, ‘I 
never thought of my affliction while writ- 
ing that hymn; we need the Saviour to 
lead us even if we can see,’ and the bright 
smile that played upon the face of the 
blind hymn writer revealed the fact that 
Christ was ever guiding her.”’—lrom 
Louis Albert Banks, in “The Unexpected 
Christ.” Sent by Charles M. Neal, Win- 
chester, Ky. 


Can We Read This Without Shame? 
—There stood a man... and prayed 
him, saying, Come over... and help us 
(v. 9). In the Kwei-chow Province of 
Western China, many had received the 
Word with joy, and had been baptized; 
numbering in a few years, nine hundred. 
But this was not all. Back and back 
into the mountains the Glad Tidings 
spread, until from places even six days’ 
journey away, groups of inquirers came 
down, asking to be taught the way of 
salvation. Always the earnest petition 
was, “Come back with us, and teach our 
mountain people, who cannot travel so 
far, about Jesus.” It was hard to re- 
fuse such pleading, but it was out of the 
question. At length, after a year or 
two, they heard of a. missionary, only 
one day’s journey away, on the other 
side of their mountains. They found him 
at an out-station; a favorite dog as his 
companion, .The foreign dog impressed 
the mountain folk immensely. It was 
so clean and friendly; it understood its 
master’s words*and would obey his com- 
mands. It could not be an ordinary dog! 
Had it come from Heaven? Great was 
their grief on learning that even this 
missionary could not come back with 
them. In his own great district, work 
was overwhelming. Then an idea struck 
them. .Can we read it without tears in 
the heart? “If you really cannot come,” 
they said, “will you let the dog go with 
us? Do send the dog with us. If our 
people could only see that dog, they 
would know that this message is from 
Heaven.” Oh, shame upon us, that such 
a thing as this could be! That in this 
twentieth century after the supreme sac- 
rifice on Calvary, people hungry for the 
message should be asking for a dog to 
come to them. They had waited so long, 
that even a “Christian” dog seemed better 
than no witness at all. 

A year or two later their longing was 
at last fulfilled. A missionary came to 
them; and marvelous to relate, he found 
that for three years past a hundred fam- 
ilies of these mountain folk had met 
nightly to worship God. Ere long there 
were some six thousand people, who, 
abandoning demon worship, were eager 
to learn of Christ—From “A Story 
without an End: or Sister Eva,” by Mrs. 
Howard Taylor. Sent by Mrs. Alice 


G. Bainbridge, Bidborough, Tunbridge 
Wells, Eng. Prise illustration. 
Toadstools or Souls?—We ... . spake 


unto the women (v. 13). A certain min- 
ister was a keen and accomplished natu- 
ralist. His specialty was a remarkable 
knowledge of different classes of furigi. 
His enthusiasm, however, was but in- 
differently appreciated by certain mem- 
bers of his church, and one day, when 
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calling on one of them, a sour old spin- 
ster, he was considerably embarrassed 
when she reminded him of the exact 
length of time that had elapsed since he 
last paid her a visit. He began to make 
excuse for the delay, when she cut him 
short. “If I were a toadstool,” she said, 
with grim irony, “you’d have been to 
see me long ago!”—From the Christian 
Herald, Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Why Should Atheists Get Excited ?— 
By the power of the Spirit of God (Rom. 
15:19). Soviet Moscow has become 
strangely ‘hysterical when placid indif- 
ference might have been expected. 
Against intercessory prayers abroad pa- 
rades have been organized in Moscow 
and other cities. Tens of thousands of 
soldiers and civilians, marching behind 
brass bands, have become greatly ex- 
cited. If there is nothing in the Chris- 
tian’s faith, no power or influence in his 
prayers, then what has Sovietism to fear? 
It should not take an army to combat 
a force that does not exist! There are 
times, not infrequent, when the Soviet 
leaders seem a bit foolish in the head, 
when their attitudes are amusingly con- 
tradictory—From The Toledo Blade. 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


A Wise Question Strangely Answered. 
—Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all the nations (Goiden Text, R. V.). 
William Carey, “Father of Modern Mis- 
sions,” in the year A. D. 1786, asked 
before a ministers association whether 
“the command given to the apostles to 
teach all nations was not obligatory on 
all succeeding ministers to the end of 
the world, seeing that the accompanying 
promise was of equal extent.” The pro- 
posal shocked them. He was told to sit 
down, and the chairman told him, “When 
God pleases to convert the heathen, He’ll 
do it without consulting you or me.”— 
Condensed from “William Carey, Prophet 
to India,” by Russel Olt. Sent by 
Charles M. Neal, Winchester, Ky. 


Level Ground.—Go ye therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations (Golden 
Text). Three people came forward one 
Lord’s Day to be received into the mem- 
bership of a Baptist church in Washing- 
ton, D, One was Charles Evans 
Hughes, who had come to Washington 
to be Secretary of State of the United 
States, and one was a poor working wo- 
man, and One was a colored man. The 
pastor of the church said to the congre- 
gation, “You will note that the ground is 


level at the cross!”"—From Grace and 
Truth, Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Rafael, Cal. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that the missionaries in the 
difficult days of the early church did not 
refuse to obey thy call. Sad indeed would 
have been our condition if the Gospel had 
not been carried far beyond the land of its 
beginnings. As the apostle Paul heard and 
heeded the call to carry the Gospel into 
lands foreign to him, so may we who have 
heard the Good News do likewise in reaching 
those who have not heard the offer of salva- 
tion. May we live so close to thee, Lord 
Jesus, that we shall not find it a strange 
experience to speak to others about thyself. 
Help us to see and to use the opportunities 
just at hand to lead others to thyself. In 
thy dear name. Amen.- 


After the Lesson.—What a needy 
world it is! Everywhere are those who 
do not even know how great is their 
need. Right here in our own town; on 
the trains; along the roads; in the of- 
fices and stores so many hardly think 
about God at all. Too busy with other 
matters. You have something that they 
haven’t —the Gospel of God’s grace. 
Sometimes a voice speaks to you prompt- 
ing you to go and speak to some one 
about the Lord Jesus. Perhaps a voice 
calling you far away, or perhaps telling 
of a need near at hand. Do you say, 
“Well, I think not just now.” That 
wasn’t Paul’s way. “Immediately,” 
“straightway,” were great words with 
him—action words,—not “tomorrow,” 
or “sometime” words. He heard the 
call; he heeded it. He went in answer 
to that call. Will you do likewise when 
you are called to service for the Lord? 
Let us pray. 


PAUL HEEBED Go0’s CALL 


WILL YOU ? 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade. C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Hopping continents. 

Discussion: Name some of.the exploits 
of great adventurers that have estab- 
lished records of greatest permanency 
and resulted in the greatest good to 
mankind. 

Objective: Life with a big purpose. 

















w 
Lesson Hymns 


“T’'ll Go Where You Want Me to Go.” 
“What Are You Doing for Them?” 
“The Comforter Has Come!” 

“Jesus Saves.” 

“Throw Out the Life-Line.” 





“Go Ye Into All the World.” 














NO TROUBLE TO 
CONVINCE HIMSELF 


mr: 2° ’32 


No one ever saw a vision 
of the man of Macedonia 
by looking in a mirror. 














ELL, fellows, hopping continents or 

hopping oceans no longer excites 
us. We take our hops now, like our 
daily bath, as a matter of course. Your 
paper this morning: told of three ocean 
flights-=two already safely landed in 
Europe, from America, and another about 
to hop. Many ‘pilots are Lindberghing 
these days. We will thrill again when 
Captain Hawks gets “around the world 
in three suns,” as he says it can be done. 
And, fellows, here we are today, with - 
literally hundreds of thousands of other 
people all over the world, rejoicing in a 
hop across the north waters of 
7égean Sea made nineteen centuries ago. 
Why? It was not in an airplane, but 
in a sailing vessel of those primitive 
times, which required nearly a week to 
negotiate the approximately one hundred 
miles between Troas and Neapolis. Why 
has that hop continued to this good day 
to bulk large in the thinking and rejoic- 
ing of a great portion of the human race? 

Simply because when Paul answered 
the call of the Macedonian to “come over 
and help us!” and set forth with Silas, 
Timothy, and Luke, from the continent 
of Asia to the continent of Europe, he 
did it with a great love in his heart for 
mankind and a great purpose in his heart 
to carry Jesus Christ to a continent. that 
knew him not. “For the love of Christ 
constraineth us,” he afterward told the 
Corinthians (read 2 Cor. 5: 12-14). And 
because Paul was constrained by that 
mighty love, you and I, fellows, in this 
Western hemisphere, are today luxuriat- 
ing in a Christian civilization, instead of 
groping in paganism. You and I are in 
a land of Christian churches, hospitals, 
schools, and representative government. 

Fellows, we ought to thank our Lord 
every day that Paul in his vision heard 
the call of the Macedonian and answered 
it with that epochal hop. 

So it is not the distance, and it is not 
the advanced method of hopping which 
so much counts, as it is the object and 
the purpose of the hop. 

In a press dispatch from Cincinnati, in 
the morning paper, I notice that the 
mother of Captain Endres, the Hun- 
garian flier who landed at Budapest yes- 
terday on a non-stop flight from New 
Foundland, said when she heard of her 
son’s safe arrival: “Ah, that makes my 
heart beat better!” Of course it did; 
for not only did a mother’s heart re- 
joice in the safety of her son, but the 
flight meant more than that. It is said 
that the pilot plans to use the money 
earned, to secure a very expensive treat- 
ment by radium-for his mother. She is 
a sufferer from cancer. Sure, she is 
proud of the many decorations that cover 
the breast of her war-ace son, but this 
flight promises a chance for new health 
and for relief from pain. It means more 
to her — and to him —than any other ex- 
ploit he ever embarked upon. 

Fellows, we would not for an instant 
minimize the tremendous importance of 
these daring adventures to the progress 
of the world. Maybe some of you who 
sit in the “Say, Fellows” classes during 
these days will be flying at one time or 
another. Zeppelins and monster airplanes 
will doubtless be carrying hundreds of 
thousands of passengers here and yon 
in the not distant future; but listen, fel- 
lows: when you hop, let it be hopping 
to a purpose —a.high purpose. Let not 
the altitude of your plane or blimp’ be 
higher than the message of your flight. 
What use to rise 30,000 feet above sea 
level, if it is to return to earth and live 
on the low plane of an aimless life? What 
use to make a non-stop across the ocean, 
if the object of it is not to make “hearts 
beat better”? Why cut down a world’s 





















































































‘ Lesson’ for October 4 


record, unless in that exploit one may in 
some ‘real sense be cutting away the 
canker that is eating at the heart of hu- 
manity and barring its pathway to God? 

Make.a solo flight today into some de- 
feated life and show it the sunshine of a 
Saviotit’s love. It:may not be higher than 
the stréet level; nor farther than the next 
block, but it will be.a hop to a high pur- 
pose; it may- not bring the brief glory 
of world-wide publicity, or a decoration 
upon your breast, but it will start some- 
thing to be remembered with joy in eter- 
nity. 

That is the reason Paul’s hop is still 
causing joy today. Any fellow who is 
willing to forget himself and hop “for 
Christ’s sake” can establish a. permanent 
‘record. 


GreEenssorO, N; C, 
we 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuristTiAN  YoutH containing this: les- 
son. The ariswers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are .all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for..teer age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
Curistian YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times, 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

1. How many were in Paul’s mission- 
ary party when they reached Troas? 
Who were they? 

2. How many were evidently in the 
party- when they set sail for Macedonia? 
3. Why. do you suppose that Paul had 

been prevented from going into Asia and 
“nto ~Bithynia? Did not these regions 
need the Gospel? 
4. What three means did God use to 
get Paul into Macedonia? 
5. What did Lydia’s willingness to be- 
lieve the Gospel mean*to her household? 

6. What did Lydia’s conversion mean 

directly to Paul and his missionary party? 


yy. 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
1. Carrying the letter to Antioch. 

2. Revisiting the churches. 
3. Setting sail for a new continent. 
4. The first receiver of the News. 











OUR girls will remember that Paul 

and Barnabas, with certain ~ others, 
had been entrusted with a very important 
letter from the church elders in Jeru- 
salem to the big church in Antioch (in 
Syria). 
tory*learned before our general Review. 
We shall do well then to help the girls 
see how that letter got to its destination, 


by the hands of these who were the first 


mail carriers of a Christian letter. 

Begin by asking one girl to read that 
old letter aloud (Acts 15: 23-29) in the 
exact words of the original copy. Did 
any one of them ever before read a let- 
ter even one-tenth as old as this one? 
Or one so far-reaching in its conse- 
quences? Ask them if this letter affects 
their very lives, today? In just what 
ways? What might not we Western fol- 
lowers of Christ still-be doing but_ for 
the light this letter sheds on the prac- 
tices of the first Christian churches? 
What were its results in the-lives of its 
first readers? 


This was the last item of his-. 
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2. Your girls will be greatly interested 
in the very “human” touches jn“this ac- 
count of the revisiting of their tiéw ‘Gen- 
tile churches, as discussed by Paul and 
Barnabas. We may be sorry that they 
could not agree about taking John Mark 
back with them; but we can note here, 
as elsewhere, the entire candor and hon- 
esty of the Bible narrative, and also we 
see how God’s Spirit overrules in all 
the affairs of true followers of Christ. 
Because Barnabas and Paul could not, 
conscientiously, agree in this matter,' we 
see the Good News preached in two di- 
rections instead of one; and as Paul car- 
ries out his plan we read how his need of 
a young helper resulted in his taking 
with him young Timothy of Lystra, who 
became one of the most useful among 
these first bearers of Christianity. 


3. But the thrill of this lesson comes 
with God’s call to thé greatest venture 
yet undertaken in carrying Christ to the 
world —the call to an untouched conti- 
nent! And that continent was our home! 
We of America have this blessed Gospel 
today because Paul saw the vision and 
heard the voice and obeyed the call God 
sent. him that night so long ago, in old 
Troy on the western edge of Asia— 
to “come over and help us.” “Straight- 
way,’ runs the record, “when he had 
seen the vision” of that Greek calling 
for the help Pauli knew he could carry 
to him, “we sought to go forth into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel unto them,” 

4. Another thrill for your gifls will be 
found when they find that the first re- 
ceiver of this Gospel truth was a woman, 
and a busi..ess woman at that! Typical 
indeed of all the womanhood of the 
West who now live in the light of that 
same old Gospel Lydia took into her 
faithful heart, in that riverside prayer- 
meeting, that first “Christian -Sabbath” 
Europe ever knew! More of that story 
next week ! 


Home Study 


Now. your chart of this book may 
grow, with the beginning” of Paul’s Sec- 
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ond Missionary Journey. Write in the 
revisiting of his Gentile churches under 
the one word, “Galatia” (the general 
region where they were nearly all lo- 
cated), but under “Macedonia” you ‘will 
have a group of cities to write as we find 
them out. Choose carefully the key 
reference to write over chapter 16—and 
whose name, there? 


Decatur, Ga. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 15: 36 through 16: 15. The 

class will remember that-after the 
conference at Jerusalem, our missionaries 
went back to Antioch in Syria. Judas 
and Silas who were themselves Bible 
teachers went with them. So there was 
a fine group of Christian workers at An- 
tioch, and it was very pleasant there. 
But the Lord Jesus had told Paul to 
tell the Good News to the heathen and 
he was not satisfied to stay long in 
Antioch where there were so many good 
teachers and preachers, 

Barnabas was ready to go, too, but he 
and Paul had a disagreement. Can any 
of the class tell what it was about? Bar- 
nabas wanted to give his nephew John 
Mark another trial, but Paul did not 
think it best to have a “quitter” along 
with them. Perhaps Paul’s reproof and 
Barnabas’ confidence both helped the 
young_man to overcome, for later Paul 
wrote that John Mark was a “profitable” 
minister, and he wrote ‘the Gospel of 
Mark. But at the time the two friends 
could not agree. So Barnabas and Mark 
went to Cyprus, while Paul and Silas 
went in another direction. 

Have your helper for this week trace 
the beginning of Paul’s second mission- 
ary journey. through Syria and Cilicia. 
Use a different colored crayon from the 
one used to trace the first journey. We 
notice that he went over land this time, 
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and that he went first to the towns last 
visited on his other. journey, reaching 
Derbe and then Lystra. Does anyone 
in the class remember how Paul was 
treated when he first preached at Lystra? 
Now a happy surprise was waiting for 
him. He found a fine young man named 
Timothy among the believers, who had 
heard the Good News when he preached 
there before. Paul loved Timothy, and 
asked him to join their missionary party. 
He did, and was ever after Paul’s helper 
in the Gospel. 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy visited the 
cities where Paul Sand Barnabas had 
preached. We know that the new be- 
lievers were glad to'see them. The mis- 
sionaries explained the rules that had been 
sent by the conference at Jerusalem, and 
as they preached the Word the believers 
grew stronger, and others heard the Good 
News and believed, too. So the mission- 
aries had some very happy visits. Find 
out if the children know the names of 
the cities where Paul and Barnabas 
preached. Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Anti- 
och. Have these cities pointed out on 
the map, and the travel line traced to 
Antioch, 

Then they had a strange experience. 
The Holy Spirit would not allow them 
to preach in Roman Asia; then they tried 
to go up into Bithynia and they were not 
allowed to go there either. Have the 
line traced to Troas. Perhaps some of 
the children can tell you about the man 
of Macedonia who called Paul to come 
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into Macedonia and help him and his peo- 
ple. After this the missionaries under- 
stood that the Lord wanted them to tell 
the Good News to the people in Mace- 
donia, and so they sailed from Troas, 
and landed at Neapolis, and from there 
they went to Philippi. There was no 
Jewish church at Philippi, so on the Sab- 
bath day they went to a little prayer- 
meeting by a riverside, and told the Good 
News to some women who were there. 
A woman named Lydia believed on the 
Lord, and invited the missionaries to her 
home. Next week we shall learn more 
about the missionaries in Philippi. 

Sing, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 27) 

1. Empowering the church (Acts 2: 1-3); 
filling Peter (Acts 4:8); giving witness- 
ing’ power (Acts 4:33); bringing great 
numbers under conviction (Acts 11: 21); 
directing Philip step by step (Acts 8: 26- 
40); filling Saul (Acts 9:17); rewarding 
with eternal life (Gal. 6:8); falling upon 
Cornelius and his household (Acts 11: 15); 
separating Barnabas and Saul and sending 
them forth (Acts 13:2, 4); filling with 
jov and the Holy Spirit (Acts 13: 52); “the 
sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17); meas- 
hg and administering doctrine (Acts 15: 
28). “ 

2. Peter, John, Stephen, Philip, Barna- 
bas, and Paul must all have preached the 
new Gospel with power, — with others un- 
named who went preaching, as they were 
“scattered abroad.” 

3. We can read at least an outline of 
several of Peter’s, one of Stephen’s, and 
one of Paul’s, and one brief one of Paul’s 
and Barnabas’ combined, within these chap- 
ters. 

4. Philip’s text when he “preached Jesus” 
to the Ethiopian eunuch was indeed the 
theme of every word of witness borne by 
all these first witnesses to the Gospel (see 
Acts 8:35). 

5. Only Peter’s sermon, following the 
healing of the lame man, preached in Solo- 
mon’s porch of the Temple, and Paul’s 
sermon, preached in the synagogue at Anti- 
och of Pisidia, were spoken in places where 
preaching was usually done, unless we ex- 
cept the defense of Stephen spoken in the 
council chamber of the Jewish Sanhedrin. 

6. Neither the office of the speaker nor 
the place matter nearly so much as the sin- 
cerity of the witness to the power of God; 
the theme, Jesus the Saviour; and the pres- 
ence and witness of the Holy Spirit in the 
hearts of the listeners. 


- 
Back to Acts 
(Concluded from page 511) 


sions, and so much stress laid upon im- 
proved organization, policy, and method. 
With no disposition to disparage these 
things in their proper place, may we ven- 
ture to express the fear that in these 
very emphases lurks a serious danger of 
substituting human mechanics for divine 
dynamics, and of having the work of mis- 
sions prosecuted in the wisdom of man 
instead of in the power of God. 

It is our profound conviction that the 
secret of richest blessing and truest suc- 
cess in missions lies deep down below all 
considerations such as those just men- 
tioned, and that the need of the hour is 
a return to first principles and New Tes- 
tament standards as set forth in the Acts 
as God’s great handbook of guidance upon 
the subject. Christian missions are no 
human undertaking, but a supernatural 
and divine enterprise for which God has 
provided supernatural power and leader- 
ship. We firmly believe that a larger 
recognition of the presence and office of 
the Holy Spirit, and increased disposi- 
tion humbly to defer to him, and the de- 
voting of far more time to waiting upon 
God in prayer to know his mind and 
be endued with his power, and less time 
to endless committees and conferences oc- 
cupied with wordy discussions and ex- 
changes of human opinion, would issue in 
a wonderful re-vitalizing of the whole 
missionary project and in resultant bless- 
ing and progress on an unprecedented 
scale, 

We venture to think that it would be 
well for missionary leaders today to be 
more concerned about. getting back-to- 
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date, in the sense of a reversion in greater 
measure to the fervor, the simplicity, the 
message, the method, and the achieving 
spiritual power of the Early Church, 
rather than to be wp-to-date in organiza- 
tion, diplomacy, equipment, and thé like, 
It isa well acknowledged fact that the 
first generation of the Church after Pen- 
tecost, of which the Acts speaks, did 
more to accomplish the world’s evangel- 
ization than any generation since has 
done, and this in the face of many obvi- 
ous limitations and matérial handicaps 
as compared with later generations and- 
our day in particular. In seeking ear- 
nestly to discover their secret and emu- 
late their example we shall find ourselves 
on the road to a new era of larger bless- 
ing and achievement in our present mis- 
sionary undertakings. May the fresh study 
of this great missionary book at this time 
be used to such an end! 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Oct. rr. What Is Expected of Us as Good 
Citizens? Rom. 13: 1-7. 

Oct. 18. How to Answer “Wet” Arguments. 
t Tim. 1: 8-11, 





Sunday, October 4 
What Jesus Teaches about Obedience 
(Matt. 7 : 20-27). 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Obedience essential (Matt. 12: 
46-50). 

Tues.—Learn through obedience (John 

7 : 14-18). ; 

Wed.—Obedience in boyhood (Luke 2: 
SI, $2). 

Thurs.—Obedience leads to fellowship 
(John 14 : 21-24). 

Fri.—Obedience tested (Matt. 4: 1-11). 

Sat.—“Not my will, but thine” (Matt. 
26 : 36-46). 











In what ways did Jesus obey God? 
How may we know when we are obeying 


What is the value of obedience? 


N A list of “Don’ts for Machinists” 

that was placarded in a large shop, 
one of the first was, “Don’t argue with 
your boss.” It is a good rule for every 
shop and office, even though sometimes 
there may be bosses who make mistakes 
and who ask unreasonable things. It is 
a far more important rule for the Chris- 
tian in the spiritual realm. 


oe 

But if we have accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, our obedience will 
spring from a far deeper motive than the 
obedience we give to earthly employers 
or rulers. It will transcend even a sense 
of right and duty. The Lord Jesus puts 
our obedience on the basis of our love 
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for him, He says to us, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 


ry 

The importance of obedience to God 
is séén- from the manner in which the 
Lord Jesus himself obeyed during his 
earthly ministry. He said, you will re- 
member, “My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me” (John 4:34). He is 
the only one who ever walked this earth 
in a human body who could truthfully 
say, “And he that sent me is with nie: 
the Father hath not left me alone; for 
I do always those things that please him” 
(John 8:29). We have also the Father’s 
confirming word as.to the perfect obedi- 
ence of Christ. He spoke from Heaven, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (2 Pet. 1:17). 

But how are you and I going to deter- 
mine what God’s will is, and be sure 
that we are obeying him? Last June, our 
prayer-meeting topic dealt with this very 
question of knowing God’s will. Do you 
remember the five factors that work to- 


gether to show us God’s will? 


The first was prayer,— going to God 
and definitely asking what his will is. 

The second,—is the Holy Spirit, who 
lives in us and puts his. urge upon_us to 
do the thing that God wants us to do. 

The third is the Scriptures. -God’s will 
is never contrary to his Word. And as 
we read his Word and meditate upon it, 
God uses his Word to reveal his mind 
to us. 2 

The fourth is providential circum- 


“stances»—the closing of one avenue of 


opportunity and the opening of another, 
as we wait in faith for God to reveal 
his will to us. 

The fifth is the counsel of trusted 
Christian friends. 


But there are certain results that come 
from obedience to God that we shall do 
well to look for in our lives. One re- 
sult is fellowship (John 15:10). Disobe- 
dience to the will of God is sin, and sin 
always separates from God. 


ie @ 

Another result of obedience will be 
blessing in the life (John 14:21). God’s 
will for us is never anything but bless- 
ing, and when we are in the center of 
his will that blessing will be manifest 
to us. 


Obedience brings power in prayer, for 
“whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his commandments, and 
do those things that are pleasing in his 
sight” (1 John 3:22). 

Obedience brings power in the life. “I 
ye keep my commandments ye shall abide 
in my love’ (John 15:10). “He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit” (John 15:5). 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 28 to October 4 


Mon.—Acts 16 : 6-15. The Macedonian Call. 
Julius Cesar was interested in Troas, 


site of the ancient Troy, and intended | 


to make it the capital of imperial Rome. 
Constantine was interested in Troas, and 
seriously considered it for the capital 
of his Empire before he settled upon 
Byzantium. Paul and his companions 
may have been interested in legendary 
Troy, but the Holy Spirit no more suf- 
fered Luke to refer to it than he suffered 
Paul to go to Bithynia. Yet here, four 
hundred years before, Xerxes unavail- 
ingly mobilized 900,000 men in the ef- 
fort to conquer Greece. God used it as 
the starting point from which four soli- 
tary men were to begin the capture of 
Europe and America for himself. 
Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for the 
remnant of the sixteen thousand Ainu 
race living in almost savage conditions 





in the severely cold region of the islands 
of Hokkaido and Saghalien, Japan. They 
worship nature and practice sorcery. 
Pray-for the Rev. M. C: Frehn, of the 
Alliance Mission in Japan, seeking to 
gain foothold among them. 


Tues.—Jonah 1: 1-3; 3: 1-4. Jonah’s Call. 


God does not always send a providen- 
tial storm to. arouse a man from his 
sleep of self-hardening in order to avoid 
his ordained mission. The murderer 
Dague who figured in the sensational 
killing of a Pennsylvania State trooper 
near Pittsburgh some months ago con- 
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fessed that he had been called to the 
ministry in his youth, Our Lord slept 
in a storm from sheer weariness in the 
pursuit of his ministry (Mark 4: 38, 39; 
5: 1-20). Jon-its punishment consisted 
in the very thitigs his flight had sought 
to accomplish, — escaping the presence of 
God (1:3; 2:4, 8; Jer. 2:13; 17:13). 
How dead asleep are we as to Our min- 
istry? (Eph, 5: 14.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God's 
blessing on the million Bibles placed in 
hote? rooms in the United States by the 
Gideons, who have also lately been do- 
ing the same thing in Tokyo and Yoko- 
hama; Peiping, Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
and Canton; Singapore, Calcutta, and 
Bombay. 

‘Wed.—Isaiah 6:1-10. Isaiah’s Call. 

Uzziah died and Isaiah was called the 
same year that Rome was built. Jeho- 
vah had prospered Judah so that his 
goodness would lead the nation to re- 
pentance. But it had the opposite effect, 
as our amazing American prosperity 1s 
having on our nation today. Can we 
pray a needed Isaiah into sight? The 
age-long disobédience of the Chosen Peo- 
ple led to eventual domination by the 
then youthful Rome. Judgment alone 
remains for persisted-in apostasy, No 
man can realize his calf unless he sees 
Jehovah high and lifted up. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
ten million blind: persons in the world, 
one-hundred thousand being in the United 
States; that the Gospel, in Braille books 
and otherwise, may be brought before 
them. Pray for the Braille Circulating 
Library, Central Y. M. C. A., Richmond, 
Va., whereby Mr. James H. McConkey’s 
books and tracts in Braille are loaned 
to Braille readers. 


Thurs.—Ezekiel 2: 1<7. Ezekiel’s Call. 


A professor of church history in a 
theological seminary, preaching in_ a 
Pittsburgh church recently on “The Re- 
construction of Theology,” declared that 
“when William Jennings Bryan got to 
going” one of the things he started was 
“the Fundamentalist controversy,” which 
“had done infinite harm to the church.” 
“Mr. Bryan,” he said, “was by no means 
a gees iron expert.” It is a pretty 
rank statement for even “an expert in 
theology” and church history to make, 
though Mr. Bryan ardently championed 
Fundamentalism. Ezekiel was called to 
oppose just such smooth sayings as our 
own generation is hearing from Modern- 
istic theological professors and preachers. 
Every true Christian has such a call 
today. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
solving of Africa’s three great mission- 
ary problems, as summarised by the Mis- 
sionary Review of the World —the vast 
Mchammedan population in North Af- 
rica; the Central African Negroes, with 
eight hundred languages; the. great min- 
ing regions in South Africa, where the 
blacks are widely becoming moral wrecks 
through contact with European civilisa- 
tion. 


Fri.—Mark 6 : 7-13. 
The Disciples Commissioned. 
This sending out of “the twelve” was 
a commission to “the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” The same group was 
commissioned later to a far -wider, a 
world-girdling ministry in the Great 
Commission. The lost sheep refused to 
heed their great Shepherd. They cru- 
cified him, and then he turned to his 
“other sheep.” , Now there is no dis- 
tinction between Jew and Gentile, but 
the two together make up the Church. 
’ Prayer Succestions: Pray for Miss 
% Margaret E. Kemp, recently sailed for 
French Indo-China; Mr. and Mrs. How- 
ard A, Smith, for Central China; Miss 
Ellen F. Keller, for the Congo, all un- 
der the auspices of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. 


Sat.—Acts 1: 6-11. 
World Evangelism Commanded. 
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viction of Israel that the Messiah’s only 
mission would be to overthrow Rome and 
restore the kingdom with Davidic power 
and Solomonic glory. If their hope was 
destroyed by the crtcifixion, it was re- 


The disciples shared the universal con-' 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


stored by the resurrection. Therefore 
the question in verse 6. The Lord did 
not deny that there was to be a literal 
kingdom. But it is postponed. God has 
a tremendous parenthetical purpose. The 
Church is to be built up between the 
Ascension and the Coming, by the apos- 
tles and their successors, including you 
and me. 


Prayer Succestion: Pray for revival 
in Latin America with its hundred mil- 
lion of peoples. The Latin American 
Evangelist (San Jose, Costa Rica) says 
it will depend upon revival among the 
humble believers rather than upon clos 





quent native evangelists, and also upon 
revival among the missionaries. 


Sun—Hebrews 11: 8-10. Abraham’s Call. 


Enoch, son of the first murderer, built 
his city here on earth, No doubt its 
comfort helped to ameliorate the curse 
upon Cain: of having to dig food from 
the soil by the sweat of his brow. Abra- 
ham and the patriarchs were content, in 
their “calls,” as we should be in ours, 
to be pilgrims and strangers here, and 
to receive our good things, a thousand- 
fold enhanced, hereafter (Luke 16:25). 

PRAYER SuGGESTION: It seems difficult 
for missionary orders to be filled in @ 
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“fool-proof”’ way.  Thé~ Presbyterian 
Mission at Point Barrow, Alaska, four 
thousand miles north of Seattle, ordercd 
a_ skti-kind of metercycle and got an 
American “racer.”’* No attention was 


paid to speciicatges by the firm ordered ° 


from, et the freight was ninety dol- 
lars; total cost, seven hundred and thirty- 
one doliars. It has been put_aside as a 
curiosity for a year. Ships only get there 
once a year, There is great need for 
a five thousand dollar tuberculosis hos- 
pital addition to secure proper ventilation 
for Arctic patients, among whom the 
mortality is ninety-five percent. Pray 
about it. 











7A WORLD crisis is here. Whether 
it be the last one before the Lord 
Jesus ist appears in the clouds, we 
cannot say. God alone knows that. But 
“Keep your eye on the Jew!” is the best 
watchword in times of darkness. For, in 
His inscrutable and unimpeachable 
sovereignty, He has ordained that on 
Israel's destiny there also hangs world 
destiny. 

Zionism is at grips with Death itself ! 
Contrary to the thought of many, Zion- 
ism is not the solution of the Jewish 
problem — it only intensifies it by pre- 
paring the way for that unspeakable 
monster to come, the Anti-Christ. The 
only solution to the Jewish problem is 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the rightful Heir 
to the Throne of David! And as the 
Jews of the world become disillusioned 
as to Zionism, and begin to lose hope 
in Judaism itself, is it not clearly God's 
purpose that we as Christians shall step 
in the breach and point them to their 
Saviour and Messiah, their only hope ? 


It’s time to help the Jews ! Russia 
is killing them by the thousands, and 
robbing them of every vestige of re- 
ligious faith, This has its reflex upon 
the Jews in all parts of the world, so 
that it is a startling truth, though grudg- 
ingly admitted, that never were the Jews 
so ex-religious as they are now. Not ir- 
religious, not wickedly atheistic, but ex- 
religious. Their own religion lost, nothing 
to take its place, there naturally follows 
despair, a despair born of no revelation 
in which they may have confidence. 
They need desperately the Gospel. 


It’s time to help the Jews! In our 
own fairland, sometimes called Christian 
America, where the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been under Gentile ad- 
minstrationfor these | 50 years, Apostasy 
has feared its ugly head. Gentile min- 
isters are daring to preach in Christian 
pulpits on such sacrilegious subjects as 
“The Danger of Worshiping Jesus,” 
“The Mistakes of Jesus,” “A New 
God Needed for a New Age,” etc., 
étc., until the Jew himself is bewildered 
and debauched, and knows not what 


It’s Time to 


is real Christianity. And thus Isaiah 60 : 
1-2 is begining to be fulfilled, “ For 
. .. . darkness shall cover the earth.” 
On the facade of the Riverside Baptist 
Church building in New York City, 
over the main doorway, stands a group 

figures cast in plaster. In the center is 
the figure of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
around Him are grouped a Darwin, an 
Einstein, a Socrates, a Plato, an Emer- 
son! Can darkness be better exemplified 
than by this disgraceful sacrilege 
done to our Lord? And if darkness is 
come upon Gentiles, shall we not ex- 
pect God to fulfill the second part of 
the same Isaiah prophecy, “But the Lord 
shall arise upon thee” (Israel) ? 


It’s time to help the Jews! They 
themselves are in a state of flux. Their 
Judaism gone, they fear to tum to the 
Church, because sadly enough, the 
Church has held out to them no beck- 
oning finger of welcome. Wherever this 
has been done, in days gone by, the re- 
sults have been little short of marvelous. \ 
For God’s promise still is good, ‘‘ The 
Gospel . . . is the power of God unto 
Salvation ... to the Jew First !” 


Even now, with only a few awakened Christ- 
ian souls, there are more Jews reading the New 
Testament and inquiring into the things of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, than since the day of Pen- 
tecost ! This is the testimony of well-informed 
men in touch with conditions. May it-not be 
that God will work a miracle and use an awak- 
ened Israel to lead in a new revival that shall lift 
us out of our present morass of doubt, infidelity 
and despair ? 


The Tragedy of Christianity 


It’s time to help the Jews! For 19 long 
centuries Gentile Christians have been asleep. 
And throughout these 19 centuries the outdtand. 
ing characteristic of the Church toward oe ten 
has been, and continues to be, INGRATI- 
TUDE! ‘Phe very Gentile Christians who re- 
ceived Salvation through the martyr sacrifices of 
Jews seem not to have thought enough of these 
same Jews to say, “ Let's give the Gospel back 
to those who gave it to us first.” Just think, 
there has never lived a man who has given as 
much as $100,000 for Jewish Missions! 
Centurion of old built the Jews a synagogue. 
And he was a heathen! Millions for every 
conceivable project under the sun, but no one 
ever gave $100,000 for Jewish Missions ! 


WHAT AN INDICTMENT! 


Shout it from the housetops 


‘HELP THE JEWS! 


The Challenge of the Jew 


It’s time to help the Jews! In great 
crises of history, the helping of the Jews 
was the vital base of God’s action. In 
the black night of Egypt's death-house, 
the Egyptians themselves, dazed and 
panic-stricken, helped the Jews / In the 
hour of deliverance from the clutches of 
Haman, “ They that did the king’s busi- 
ness, helped the Jews!” In the day. of 
return to Jerusalem under the decree of 
Jani those very heathen helped the 

ews 


The hour of God's clock is soon to 
strike. It's five minutes to twelve | What 
a challenge to the Christians of America! 
Are there one hundred of the Lord’s 
people willing to adventure with God in 
behalf of a re-awakened Jewry,to the ex- 
tent of $1,000.a year? And are there 
two hundred who will undertake $500? 
Is there one who is willing to lay down 
$100,000 for God to use among His 


covenant Israel > 


Are there 1,000 willing to venture 
$100 a year on God's covenant people 
in the hour of crisis? And where are 
the many thousands who should bring 
in $50, and $25, and $10, and $5, 
and even the. $1, which God will honor 
because it comes from the heart ? 


God -has given us a world vision of 
Jewish needs and opportunities. Our program 
Is so tremendous in its scope, that we cannot 
print it in public. And in the work we have 
done so far, God has raised friends tohelp, not 
in large gifts, but in many small gifts, to show 
that He still can use a Gideon’s army. And 
these self-sacrificing friends have been the back- 
bone of our world-wide testimony. 


Will you join them? A new blessing awaits 
you when you do. If you could only see the 
testimonies we get from those who have tried it! 
You cannot fail if you tic to God! Israel is 
God’s people, and are doing business with 
God, when you help the Jews f 


This is our appeal to the Christians of 
America. If it is dramatic, so are the facts. 
Will you help ? A friend to whom we showed 
these ~~ — so convicted = the ig 
urge of the opportunity confronting us, t 
he said, * Print in The Sunday School 
Times, and I'll pay the bill!” So here it is. 
God help you to do what is right ! : 
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